
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
 
Subject: English Year 10 Miss Poynter                                                                                                  
Time to complete: approximately 50 minutes 
Learning Objective: I can retrieve information about a story. 
 
Task 1: read the story of Honesty is the Best Policy aloud 
 

Honesty is the Best Policy 
 
Long ago in Kenya, a poor man worked for a farmer. He complained so much that the 
King heard about it.  
 
“Why are you always complaining?” The King asked.  
 
“However hard I work I never earn extra money. I shall always be poor,” complained the 
man. 
 
“But you are honest?” Asked the King. 
 
“Of course, I am honest,” replied the man. 
 
“Then you will be rich,” said the King. “Here are two bags. The little one is for you and 
the big one is for the farmer.” 
 
As he walked along, the man wondered why the Kin had given him the small bag when 
he was much poorer than the farmer. It was not fair. He thought of keeping the big bag 
for himself, but that would not be honest.  
 
Just before he got to the farm, he hid the big bag and took the small bag to the farmer. 
The farmer was pleased to get a present from the King. He opened the bag. It was full of 
gold! 
 
The poor man ran back to the hiding place, shouting, “I’m rich! I’m rich!” But when he 
opened the bag it was full of seed. 
 
 
 



Task 2: Answer these questions. 
 

1. Why was the poor man always complaining? 
2. What did the King say the poor man must do to become rich? 
3. Which bag did the King give to the poor man? 
4. Was the poor man happy with his gift?  
5. Which sack did he give to the farmer? 
6. What was in the poor man’s sack? 
7. What would have happened if the poor man had been honest? 

 
Task 3: Identify if the following statements are true or false 
 

1. The story takes place in Kenya. ______ 
2. The queen heard about the man’s complaining. ______ 
3. The King gave the poor man three bags. ______ 
4. The little bag was for the poor man. ______ 
5. The big bag for was for the King. ______ 
6. The poor man hid the small bag. ______ 
7. The small bag was full of seed. ______ 
8. The big bag was full of gold. ______ 

 
Now, re-write all the false statements so they are true.  
 
Task 4: making words 
 
How many small words can you make from complaining? See how many you can make in 5 minutes. 
 
 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work. Save work with your name, the 
subject and the date E.G. T Smith Maths 1st January 
If you are doing your work on paper, make sure you write the date at the top. 
 
Send your work (either a photo or an attached document) to hpoynter@glebe.bromley.sch.uk for it 
to be marked. 
 

mailto:hpoynter@glebe.bromley.sch.uk

