
 
 

HOME LEARNING  
The Alchemist’s Letter  

Subject:  Year 10 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                      
Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can answer questions about an animated film I have seen.       
 
Task 1: Dictionary Definition  
You are about to watch a short, animated film called The Alchemist’s Letter. What is an alchemist? 
Click on the link below to access an online dictionary. Use the online dictionary to find out the 
definition of the word alchemist. Then write a sentence which includes the word. 
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/  
 
Task 2: The Alchemist’s Letter  
Click on the link below to watch the animation The Alchemist’s Letter. Watch the film as many times as 
you need to, in order to complete the activities below. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aeRsyeMiMfA  
 
Task 3: Comprehension  
Answer the questions below. Write your answers as full sentences (not one-word answers). 

1. What powers the Alchemist’s machine? 

2. What are the Alchemist’s most precious memories?  

3. What happened to the Alchemist’s wife?  

4. What does the Alchemist fear his son will do?  

5. What does the Alchemist say matters most in life?  

6. What items does the machine turn into gold?  

7. Why did the Alchemist abandon his family?  

8. What is the moral of this story?  

Task 4: Use it in a Sentence  
Use words from the word bank below to write 3 sentences about the film. Try to up-level your 
sentences by using interesting language including powerful verbs (action words) and adjectives. For 
example, The alchemist created a wondrous machine featuring intricate, detailed mechanisms. 

 

Wondrous  Mechanisms  Complicated    Neglected  Unimaginable      Unique    

Powerful  Magical  Delicate    Metallic  Abandoned      Tarnished     Damaged  

Instructions    Regretted         Destroyed          Shattered  

 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). Don’t 
forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date.  For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to your 
teacher:  dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk  Thank you 
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