
 
 
 

HOME LEARNING 
Stone Cold By Robert Swindells 

Subject:  Year 10 English – Mrs North  
Time: 50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objective: I can make a prediction. I can share my thoughts and opinions. I can write a 
biography on the author. 
 
Task 1: Spelling games 
Using the link below, please play one of the KS4 spelling games – Spelling Snowball, Word search or 
against the clock.  
https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-199188.htm 
 
Task 2: Prediction 
This term, we will be reading the text Sone Cold by Robert Swindells. Can you read the blurb from the 
text Stone Cold below. 
 
 
Kids are disappearing but no one cares.  
Homeless, frightened and alone. Link finds himself down-and-out in London. He only survives because 
he’s befriended by streetwise Ginger. When Ginger disappears, Link is in despair. 
Other kids are vanishing now – and the killer is stalking his next victim. Will it be Link? 
 
 
Please can you use the information given to you in the blurb to write a paragraph predicting what will 
happen in this text? 
 
Task 2: Stone Cold Introduction Page 1 
 

 
1. After reading the introduction, what are your thoughts about the story now? Do they differ 

from your prediction?  Explain why. 
2. Why do you think Link refers to himself as ‘one of the invisible people?  
3. In what tense does Link’s narrative begin? 

 

 

https://www.spellzone.com/word_lists/games-199188.htm


Can you complete the grid below using what you know about the text so far? 

  Likes  
(What do you like about the story?) 

Dislikes  
(What are you not liking about the story, the 

characters, what is happening) 

Puzzles  
(What puzzles you about the text so far? Ask why 

questions) 

Questions  

(What questions could you ask about the story?) 



Task 4: Challenge: Research the author and write a biography 
Can you write a fact file on the author Robert Swindells? 
See the example below to help you and find out facts about Robert Swindells using the internet.  
You could put your findings under these sub-headings: Childhood, Jobs, Education, Becoming an 
author, Other interesting facts. Or you could use your own sub-heading. 
 
 

Robert Swindells  

 
I grew up in Bradford, the eldest of five children. My only good subjects at school were English, cricket 
and going home. I was a book junkie: I'd read anything, but I failed the eleven-plus with flying colours 
and left school at fifteen. Discovering the library turned me into a reader and later made me a writer 
too. 
 
I've been a factory hand, a copyholder, an airman, a shop assistant, a clerk, a bingo checker, a barman, 
a security guard and a teacher. Writing's the best job in the world.  
 
At Teacher Training College I wrote a children's novel as my Long Study and was advised to show it to a 
publisher. I did, and to my astonishment it was accepted. I became a teacher and an author in the 
same year. I taught for eight years, writing in my spare time. I became a full-time writer in 1980. In 
1986 I took a Master's Degree in Peace Studies at the University of Bradford.  
 
In 1984, I wrote Brother in the Land, a hard-hitting story about the collapse of society, after the 
nuclear bomb had been dropped. It reflected my active involvement with the CND, which on one 
occasion led to my arrest and a week in prison. 
 
Since then I have written over 20 books that are contemporary, thought-provoking novels about 
society including Stone Cold that won the Carnegie Medal in 1994. 
Besides writing, I enjoy travel, the cinema and painting with watercolours. I dislike cruel and insensitive 
people, any sort of dancing, and idiots who say so-and-so is eighty-two years young.  
 
I am a Buddhist. I believe that we are all responsible for each other and that we should be careful not 
to harm anyone. He writes books that encourage young readers to think the same. 
There are two things I've learned from my life:  
*  No examination can determine what a child will achieve in its life. 
*  You need luck as well as determination and hard work if you're going to succeed. 
 



Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or 
Publisher). Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or 
send a photo of your completed work to your teacher:  anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk  
Thank you 
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