
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Subject: English Year 10 Miss Poynter – Lesson 2                                                                                          
Time to complete: approximately 50 minutes 
 

Learning Objective: I can describe a character in detail. 

Steps to Success: 

1. I can read a character description and identify key features. 

2. I can describe the appearance of a character. 

3. I can use prompt questions to add more detail to my description. 

4. I can include information about senses to make my description more vivid. 
 

To listen to Miss Poynter say hello at the start of the lesson, click here:  

https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/asset/Uploads/audio/Poynter/10-English-Week4-

Lesson2.m4a  

 

Script to be read aloud by an adult if Miss Poynter’s recording cannot be 

accessed: 

 

Hello, Year 10!  

 

Welcome to your second English lesson of this week. As I said in our last session, 

for the next three weeks, we are going to learn about a story which is known as 

one of the first ‘great’ stories in the English language – the story of Beowulf. The 

story was first told in Anglo-Saxon times, passed down from generation to 

generation as a story told around a fire. The story was also written down in ‘Old 

English’, which is not at all like the English we speak today.  

 

In this lesson I want you to write a character description of Grendel the monster. 

Before doing so, I want you to read a character description that I have written 

about Beowulf and pick out the important features. I want your character 

descriptions to be so detailed that it feels like Grendel is in the room with me! 

 

Good luck and I look forward to seeing your work!  

 

Miss Poynter 

 

https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/asset/Uploads/audio/Poynter/10-English-Week4-Lesson2.m4a
https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/asset/Uploads/audio/Poynter/10-English-Week4-Lesson2.m4a


Task 1: Watch Episode One of ‘Beowulf’ 

 

Follow this link: https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-ks3-

beowulf-part-1/zfymxyc  

 

OR  

 

Search “KS2 English Beowulf Part 1 BBC 

Teach” into your search engine (e.g. 

google) and follow the first link. 

 

 

Watch Beowulf Episode 1 on your device. 

 

When you see Grendel, make notes 

about how Grendel is described in the story by the storyteller and other 

characters. 

 

 

Task 2: Reading a description of Beowulf. 

 

1. Read the description of Beowulf.  

2. Read the checklist of “What to include in a character description”. 

3. See if I have included everything on the checklist in my Beowulf description. 

 

Beowulf 

 

Beowulf was a tall, slender hero from the land of 

Geatland. He had long, flowing blonde hair which brushed 

the bottom of his neck. Beowulf’s wore traditional 

warrior’s clothes, including a long-sleeved linen top, 

leather bottoms, and gloves to protect his hands in battle. 

His body was muscular and strong – the perfect warrior.  

 

There was nothing Beowulf loved more than travelling, 

fighting, and winning battles. Often, he returned from battles with a blood-

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-ks2-ks3-beowulf-part-1/zfymxyc
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covered sword, smelling pungently of mud and death. Beowulf’s battle cry 

was famed throughout the lands and struck fear into his enemies. 

 

Although Beowulf had men to support him in battle, he struggled to make 

friends. He had watched so many around him die in combat that he found it 

was easier to be alone, and not let anyone get too close again…  

 

 Has Miss 

Poynter included 

it? (√/X) 

Describe appearance (what he looks like)  

Describe personality  

Include senses (noises, smells)  

Described friendships  

 
Task 2: Writing a description of Grendel 

 

Write your own description of Grendel.  

 

Use the word-bank provided to help you think of exciting vocabulary.  

 

Make sure that you answer these questions in your character description:  

• What does Grendel look like?  

• How does Grendel sound? 

• How does Grendel move? 

• How does Grendel smell? 

• What clothes does Grendel wear? 

• What do others think of Grendel?  

 

Before starting your character description, read the checklist below to make sure 

you include everything important. When you have finished your description, go 

through the checklist, and tick off everything you have included.  

 

 Have I done it? 

I have written in full sentences and used paragraphs.  

I have answered all the questions set by Miss Poynter.  

I have used exciting vocabulary from the word bank.   



Grendel Character Description 

 

 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work. Save work with your name, the 
subject and the date E.G. T Smith Maths 1st January 
If you are doing your work on paper, make sure you write the date at the top. Send your work (either 
a photo or an attached document) to hpoynter@glebe.bromley.sch.uk for it to be marked. 

mailto:hpoynter@glebe.bromley.sch.uk

