
 

 

 

HOME LEARNING 
 
Subject: History- Year 10- Germany                          Time to complete: Unlimited 
 
Learning Objective: To decide if you think Germany was treated fairly after World War 1. To 
investigate the events and problems facing the new German Government.    
TASK 1– Read the information and decide if Germany was treated fairly.   
TASK 2 – Read about the problems Germany faced after the war.  
TASK 3- Read the information on the Spartacists and the Kapp Putsch and answer the questions. 
TASK 4- Read the information on the Invasion of the Ruhr, answer the questions and watch video. 
****There is a lot of reading here so I haven’t included many questions. It is very important that you 
read all of the information.*****      
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date.  
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to the member of staff. 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 

TASK 1 – Last lesson we looked at the Treaty of Versailles. There have been many arguments that the 
Treaty of Versailles was very unfair to Germany. Below is some information that might make you 
change your mind. Read the information below and review the Treaty of Versailles from last lesson 
and answer the question that follows. You will need to include an example or 2 to justify your 
reason. (the words Treaty of Versailles will now be shortened to TOV).  

People have criticized the Treaty of Versailles (TOV) because it was too harsh on Germany. On the other 
hand, historians have pointed out that Germany could have been treated a lot more harshly for several 
reasons: 

 In 1917 the Russians surrendered to the Germans. In the harsh Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, the Germans 
took away 34% of Russia's population and 50% of its industry and made them pay 300 million gold 
roubles in reparations. So Germany shouldn’t have been surprised that when they surrendered their 

Treaty was just as harsh.   
 France and Clemenceau wanted the Treaty to be much harsher, with Germany broken up into smaller 

states, but the USA and Wilson stopped this from happening. 
 The reparations payments cost Germany only 2% of its annual production. 
 Germany's main economic problem was not reparations but war debt, which it had planned to pay by 

winning the war and making other countries pay reparations. 

Also later on they did receive some support.   

 In 1924, Germany received huge loans from the USA to help its economy recover. 
 The years 1924-29 were fairly prosperous (good) for Germany. For example, Germany produced twice 

as much steel as Britain in 1925. 

Some historians believe that the peacemakers did the best job they could, given the difficult circumstances 
they were in. Other historians believe the Treaty was a disastrous half measure. It damaged Germany enough 

to cause resentment and anger. However, it left Germany strong enough to seek revenge.  

1. Do you think after reading the information above and then looking back at the TOV that the 
Germans were treated fairly or unfairly after World War 1. You should start your answer like this.  

I believe that Germany was treated Fairly/unfairly after World War 1. The reason I believe this is because 
____________________________    



TASK 2 – After the war the new Government of Germany (Weimar Government) faced many 
problems. Please read the information below showing the problems the Government faced due to 
losing the War and the attacks they faced within their own country.

 

 

The new Weimar Government also faced attacks from within Germany. Different groups wanted to 
take over and they used violence to do this.   

   

 



TASK 3- Read the information about the 2 major attacks that the Weimar Government faced in 
Germany in 1919 and 1920 and answer the questions about both. 

 

 

After the Spartacist Revolt and the Kapp Putsch, political challenges continued from both extreme 
sides of the political spectrum. Between 1919 and 1922, there were 376 political assassinations, mostly 
of left-wing or moderate politicians. This included Matthias Erzberger, the person who signed the 
armistice. The judges did not convict any right-wing assassins for the murders but did order the 
execution of 10 left-wing murderers. 

 

1. Who were the main leaders of the 
Spartacists?  
 
2. What did they try to do (AIM)?  
 
3. Who helped the Government to 
defeat them?   
 
4. Who were the Freikorps?  
 
5. What happened to Liebnecht and 
Luxemburg?   
 
6. Were they a left wing group or a right 
wing group?    

7. Who was the leader of the 
Freikorps?  
 
8. Want did the Kapp Putsch want to 
achieve?  
 
9. What were the Weimar 
Government forced to do?   
 
10. How did the Weimar Government 
defeat them?  
 
11. What happened to the leaders of 
the Kapp Putsch?  
 
12. Why were they treated differently 
from the leaders in the Spartacists 
Revolt?        



TASK 4- Read the following information and answer the questions that follow and copy and paste 
the You tube clips to watch.   

                                           THE CRISIS OF 1923 

 

 

Germany’s first instalment of £50 million was paid in 1921, but in 1922 nothing was paid. Ebert tried to 
ask for help from the allies, but the French ran out of patience. They too had war debts to pay to the 
USA. So in January 1923 French troops entered the Ruhr area of Germany and began to take back what 
was owed to them in the form of raw materials and goods. The Ruhr was an important industrial area 
which was helping the German economy recover. Germany responded to the invasion in a disastrous 
way, the government ordered the workers to go on strike. This was called passive resistance. That way, 
if the German workers did not make and produce materials, there would be nothing for the French to 
take away. The French reacted to this very aggressively. They killed over 100 workers and expelled 
over 100,000 people from the region. Also stopping industrial production in Germany’s most important 
region led to serious money problems for Germany. Because Germany had no money left, the 
government decided to print out more.  

1. Why did the French want the money from Germany so badly? 

2. When did the French invade the Ruhr? 

3. What did the German government order the German workers to do? What is this called?  

4. Give 2 effects of the invasion of the Ruhr. (I have highlighted where you will find these answers.)      

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfGghaqzfkY 

You only need to watch the first 2.30min of this video.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MfGghaqzfkY

