
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

PART 1 (this lesson needs to be done in the correct order)  
Subject:   History – Prisons in the 1700 and 1800s                                                                                                         
       Time: 1 hour and 40 minutes 
 
 
Learning Objective:  
 
 Task 1: Read the information provided.   
 Task 2: Answer the questions provided.   
 Task 3: Research the prison reformer below and write a biography about this person.     
 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
 
TASK 1 

PRISON SYSTEM IN BRITAIN 

During the 1700’s PRISONS were not seen as a place of punishment but as a 

place to hold the prisoner before they were executed or punished.  

Prison conditions were very bad. Prisoners had to pay for food and bedding. If 

they couldn’t they went without.  

By the 1800’s prisons were being used more and more. They were seen as a 

better alternative to Transportation and Execution. 

Reformers wanted prisons to be tough but not bad for prisoners health. 

People thought PRISONS should  

-Change or rehabilitate the criminal. 

-Deter others from committing crimes. 

-Involve hard work. 

-Separate criminals from rest of society. 

Some people disagreed whether the main purpose of prison should be 

rehabilitation or punishment.  



TASK 2-  
 

1. What was the main aim of prisons during the 1700’s? 
2. Research what conditions were like in prisons during the 1700’s and write a description of them 

(about 100-200 words). 
3. Explain what TRANSPORTATION meant. What countries did the UK send their prisons to? 
4. What 4 things did people think that prisons should do?  
5. What does rehabilitation mean? 
6. What do you think the purpose of prisons should be? Punishment or Rehabilitation?  

    
 
TASK 3-    Research the life and work of Elizabeth Fry 
 
Name of the person?___________________________________ 
Date of birth and place of birth _____________________________________________________ 
Date of death (if dead) __________________________________ 
Parents_______________________________________________ 
Other family members (brothers/sisters)____________________ 
_____________________________________________________ 
What was their early life like? (you can include education, friends or experiences) 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________  
What are they famous for?  (you can include the main events in their life, what they did and anything 
else you can discover that you think is important) ________________________________________     
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________       
 
 


