
 
 
 

HOME LEARNING 
Dracula 

Subject:  Year 10 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                      
Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can recall facts from the story. I can conduct Internet research. I can write a 
letter in role as a character from the story.  
 
Task 1: The Crucifix  
Use the internet to find out the answers to the following questions. Remember to write in full 
sentences.  
 

1. What is a crucifix?  

2. What is the difference between a crucifix and a cross?  

3. Why do people wear crucifixes?  

Task 2: Reading  
Read the first part of chapter one.  
 

Chapter One:  Welcome to Castle Dracula 
 

The story begins in 1897. Your mother and I were engaged to be married. I was a young lawyer 
working in London. I had just been given my first proper job to go all the way to the remote region of 
Transylvania in the country of Romania. I was to visit a very important client who wished to buy a big 
house near London. This client was a very rich man, Count Dracula. His name sends shivers down my 
spine even now. 
 
You can imagine my excitement! It was the first time I'd been out of England, the first time I travelled 
by boat, the first time I could speak the French and German I'd learned at school. I enjoyed every 
minute of my trip until I reached the village of Bistritz in Romania. There my sleep was plagued with 
terrible nightmares. I dreamed of Wolves howling and huge bats whose leathery wings clattered and 
battered at my window.  
 
I was glad to get up in the morning. When I told the innkeeper and his wife that I was going to Castle 
Dracula, they muttered something in Romanian that I didn't understand. The wife then took a silver 
crucifix from her neck. In a few words of German, she begged me to wear it. I tried to refuse, but she 
insisted and placed the crucifix around my neck.  
 
That afternoon I made my way to the place high in the mountains where the Count was sending his 
coach to meet me. The journey took longer than I had expected, and I reached the pass as night fell.  
It was completely dark by the time the Count's coach appeared. It came hurtling along the road at 
tremendous speed, drawn by four huge black horses. The silent driver was tall and his eyes glowed red, 
like burning coals.  
 



I climbed aboard the coach. Away we sped, but from the surroundings forest I heard Wolves howling, 
just like in my dream. Eventually we reached Castle Dracula. Even in the darkness I could see that it 
was huge. Pointed towers stretched up so high they seemed to vanish into the black sky. Above the 
huge oak door was a shield, carved into the stone. There were four crowns on the shield, and above 
the crowns was a bat with its wings spread wide. I knocked on the door. After a long wait, it was 
opened by a tall, pale man.  
 
“Welcome to my home,” he said.  “I am Dracula.” he smiled.  
 
I couldn't help noticing how sharp and pointed his teeth looked. And how, in the light of the candle he 
was carrying, his eyes glowed red.  
 
The count led me to a large room where my supper was waiting. He watched me eating but didn't eat 
anything himself. He was a friendly host, but I was very tired, so I was relieved when it was time to go 
to bed.   

 
Task 3: Quick Comprehension  
Answer the questions below. Write your answers as full sentences (not one-word answers). 
 

1. When does the story begin?  

2. Why has the narrator travelled to Romania?  

3. What does the narrator dream about? 

4. How do the Innkeeper and his wife react to the news that the narrator is heading to Castle 

Dracula?  

5. What does Dracula look like?  

 
Task 4: A Note Home  
As the narrator, write a note home to your fiancée. Tell her about your night in the Inn, the reaction of 
the Innkeeper and his wife, your journey to Castle Dracula and your first impressions of the Count.  
 
Try to include, adjectives and adverbs to describe, conjunctions to extend your sentences and a range 
of punctuation for effect ( ! ? ... ). Use the opener below to get you started.  
 

Dear Mina,  
 
After a long journey, I have finally arrived in Romania. The country is incredibly beautiful, however since 
arriving in Bistritz I have been plagued by a series of odd events.   

 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or 
send a photo of your completed work to: dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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