
 
 
 

HOME LEARNING 
Dracula 

Subject:  Year 10 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                      
Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can recall facts from the story. I can write a letter in role as a character from the 
story.  
 
Task 1: Dictionary Definitions  
Click on the link to access an online dictionary. Use the online dictionary to find the definitions of the 
words below. You will encounter these words during today’s lesson. https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 
 

convent     stethoscope     symptoms 

 
Task 2: Reading  
Read the second part of chapter 2.  
 

Chapter Two: The Ship of Death (Part 2) 
 
The following night, Mina locked the bedroom door and shut the windows so that Lucy couldn't 
wander out of the house in her sleep. But that night Mina was woken by Lucy standing at the open 
window as if she was trying to get out, or let someone in. She was fast asleep.  
 
During the day Lucy said she felt well, but she was very pale and seemed tired all the time. Mina 
couldn’t help but notice that the two wounds on Lucy’s neck hadn’t healed.  
 
That night, Mina awoke to see a huge bat fluttering against the window. Lucy was opening the 
window, as if she was trying to let the creature in.  Mina closed the window, firmly, and led Lucy gently 
back to bed.  
 
The next morning, Mina received a disturbing letter from a convent in Budapest. I had been staying 
there for the last six weeks while I recovered from a dangerous fever. Mina decided that she must go 
to my side. She got a ticket for the next available train, and left Whitby later the same day.  
 
Lucy's mother became so worried about her daughter’s health that she wrote to Arthur, Lucy's fiancé. 
He arrived in Whitby within the week. He was shocked to see how ill Lucy was. She was thin, her skin 
was pale, and she was half asleep by day and sleepwalking every night.  
 
Lucy's mother and Arthur decided that it would be best to take Lucy home to London where she could 
be treated by Dr Jack Seward. He was an old friend of the family who had treated Lucy since she was 
young.  
 
After examining Lucy, Dr Seward shook his head and put down his stethoscope. The two men left Lucy 
alone to rest. The doctor spoke frankly to Arthur:  
 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/


“I don't understand what's happening to Lucy. I think she has a blood disease, but I don't know how to 
treat it. But I do know someone who might be able to help.”  
 
“We’ll try anything,” said Arthur. “We just want Lucy to be well again.”  
 
Dr Seward patted him on the shoulder. He went out to send an urgent telegram to his old teacher, 
Professor Van Helsing: 
 

COME AT ONCE. A MATTER OF LIFE AND DEATH. DR J SEWARD 

 
Task 3: Comprehension  
Answer the questions below. Write your answers as full sentences (not one-word answers). 
 

1. What was Mina woken up by? (mention both nights) 

2. What were Lucy’s symptoms?  

3. Who did Mina receive a letter from?  

4. What had happened to the narrator of the story?  

5. Why do Lucy’s mother and Arthur think it would be best for Lucy to return to London?  

6. What does the Doctor think is wrong with Lucy?  

7. Who does Dr Seward send a telegram to for help?  

 
Task 4: The Letter to Arthur  
During this chapter, Lucy’s mother becomes incredibly concerned about her daughter’s health. She 
writes to Lucy’s fiancée, Arthur, asking him to join them in Whitby.  
 
As Lucy’s mother, write a short letter to Arthur explaining your concerns about Lucy. Mention the 
strange things she has been doing, the symptoms of her illness and the two strange wounds on her neck. 
Explain how you fear for Lucy’s safety and how you will feel happier if Arthur comes to Whitby to help 
you care for your daughter at this strange time.  
 
Remember to include adjectives and adverbs to describe and conjunctions to extend your sentences 
and provide further detail. Remember to use capital letters for proper nouns (Lucy, Whitby, Arthur...) 
Use the opener below to help you get started.  
 

Dear Arthur,  
 
I am writing to you because I don’t know where else to turn. Poor Lucy... 

 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or 
send a photo of your completed work to: dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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