
 
 
 

HOME LEARNING 
Dracula 

Subject:  Year 10 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                      
Time: 60 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can recall facts from the story. I can use a thesaurus to improve an extract from 
the story. 
 
Task 1: Reading  
Read Chapter 4 – Lucy Returns.  
 

Chapter 4 - Lucy Returns 
 

But let me return briefly to my own story. It is linked to Lucy's, as you will see.  
 
I eventually managed to break the lock on Count Dracula's gates and escaped. The local priest found 
me wandering in the forest, half crazed with fever and muttering about terrible things. He took me to 
the convent in Budapest where the nuns nursed me back to health. 
 
Your mother, Mina, arrived soon after my recovery, and we decided to waste no more time. We were 
married in the convent with the nuns as our witnesses. Soon we returned to London to begin our 
married life.  
 
The day after the wolf attack, Professor Van Helsing came to our London home.  
 
“I have bad news,” he said. “Very bad news. Lucy and her mother are dead.”  
 
Mina gasped; tears sprang into her eyes.  
 
“But I need your help, both of you,” Van Helsing continued. “You were good friends to Lucy when she 
was alive. Will you still help her now she's dead?” 
 
“Of course, we were good friends. I was her best friend,” said Mina. But what do you mean: help her 
now she's dead?”  
 
“Lucy may be dead,” said Van Helsing, “but she is not at rest. Please help me give her peace.”  
 
That night, I went with Professor Van Helsing to the churchyard where Lucy had been buried in her 
family tomb. Mina stayed at home. Arthur and Dr Seward met us at the gate, and we made our way 
through the maze of graves until we reached the tomb. We lifted the heavy stone lid. Lucy’s mother's 
coffin lay in the tomb. But the lid of Lucy's coffin was flung back. The coffin was empty. 
 
“Where is she?” asked Arthur, his voice trembling.  
 
“Here I am,” said a voice behind us. “And I'm hungry for your blood, my darling!”  



 
The creature looked like Lucy, but when it smiled its teeth were long and pointed.  
 
“No!” shouted Arthur. “Whatever you are, be gone!”  
 
The creature laughed and seemed to melt back into the tomb. We looked down. The thing that lay in 
Lucy's coffin look like Lucy, but it was smiling, and it smile showed its sharp teeth. On its lips was fresh 
blood.  
 
Professor Van Helsing opened his medical bag and took out a sharpened stake made of ash wood. He 
handed the stake to Arthur.  
 
“You loved her better than anyone else, so you must do it,” said Van Helsing. 
 
“Do what?” asked Arthur.  
 
“Drive this stake into her heart,” said the professor. “It's the only way to stop this monster - this 
vampire - that has taken over Lucy's body.” He pushed the stake into Arthur’s hands. “This is the only 
way to get rid of the monster and let the real Lucy rest in peace.”  
 
After a moment's hesitation, Arthur lifted the stake high above his head and then plunged it down into 
Lucy's chest. There was a scream and then silence.  
 
We watched as Lucy's face changed. The sharp fangs vanished and so did the blood stain on her lips. 
The final look of pain disappeared. It was Lucy’s face once more, not a monster’s. 
 
“Now she is at peace,” said Van Helsing.  

 
Task 2: Quick Comprehension  
Answer the questions below. Write your answers as full sentences (not one-word answers). 

1. How did Jonathan escape from Dracula’s castle?  

2. How had Lucy’s appearance changed? 

3. What does Van Helsing say Arthur must do to allow Lucy to rest in peace?  

Task 5: Improve the Extract  
Rewrite and improve the extract below by changing the highlighted words for their better synonyms 
(alternatives). Click on the link below to use an online thesaurus. Type the yellow words into the search 
bar to find alternative words. https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus 
 

After a moment's hesitation, Arthur lifted the stake high above his head and then plunged it down into 
Lucy's chest. There was a scream and then silence.  We watched as Lucy's face changed. The sharp 
fangs vanished and so did the blood stain on her lips. The final look of pain disappeared.  

 
There are two more chapters of this story. If you would like to complete the story, please email me 
and I will send you the chapters to read. I hope you have a lovely summer and look forward to seeing 
you again in September.  
 

https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-thesaurus


 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or 
send a photo of your completed work to: dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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