
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
 
Subject:   History –Prisons in the 1700-1800’s- The Separate system.  WEEK 3 (Week starting 4/5)                                                                                                      
      Time: 50 minutes  
 
Learning Objective: To understand what the Separate System was in prisons.  
Task 1: Read the information on the Separate System at Pentonville Prison  
Task 2: Answer the questions provided.   
Task 3: copy and paste the URL address for BBC bitesize and read page six.    
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
 

THE SEPARATE SYSTEM-  

 

Pentonville Prison 

Under the separate system prisoners were kept apart as much as possible. 

They lived in separate cells for 23 hours per day. This was to - 

-Provide isolation and solitude to encourage reform through religion and self 

reflection. 

-Ensure Prisoners were kept separate from each other so they were not 

influenced by other prisoners. 

-Deter (Stop) people from committing crimes because of harshness of 

punishment. 

-Ensure retribution (punishment was harsh) 

 

THE CELLS 

-Every part of prison was to keep prisoners separate. 

-4m by 2m. Small high window gave some daylight.  

-The cells had piped water, small basin for washing, basic toilet. 

-The walls were too thick to communicate through.   

-The prison had a heating and ventilation system. 



-Work was done in cells - boring and repetitive e.g. unravelling and cleaning 

old rope (oakum picking)  

-Short periods of exercise (masks were worn) and could attend chapel (sat in 

cubicles and wore masks) 

EVERYTHING WAS DESIGNED TO KEEP PRISONERS ISOLATED 

or SEPARATE.      
 

 

 

TASK 2: Answer the following questions.  

1. How many hours a day were prisoners expected to stay in their cells?  

2. Give the definition of the following words  

*SOLITARY  *ISOLATION  *SELF REFLECTION  *DETER *RETRIBUTION 

     3.  Using the information highlighted create a simple mind map about the purposes of       

          the Separate System. (practising these will help with revision for all subjects)  

 

 

     

   

 
 

 

 

      4.   How big were the cells? 

      5.   What other features did the cells provide? 

      6.   Why were you not able to communicate through the walls with other prisoners? 

      7.   What type of work did prisoners do under the Separate System. Can you research    

             and list any other jobs prisoners had to do. 

      8.   When not in their cells what did prisoners have to wear? 

      9.   What was the main purpose of the Separate System? 

      10.  Can you find the names of any other prisons during this time that practised this  

             System?          

 

 

TASK 3. Copy and paste the URL below and read the information that is on that page.  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z938v9q/revision/6   

 

This will help you prepare for next week’s lesson.  
  

THE AIMS OF THE 

SEPARATE 

SYSTEM 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z938v9q/revision/6

