
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
 
Subject:   History –Policing and Law Enforcement in the 1700-1800’s-  WEEK 5 (Week starting 18/5)                                                                                                      
      Time: 50 minutes  
 
Learning Objective: To understand how Law Enforcement started in England. 
Task 1: Read the information on constables and watchmen and answer the questions that follow.  
Task 2: Read the information on JP’s and answer the questions that follow.  
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
 
TASK 1-  
 

                  THE BEGINNING OF POLICING IN ENGLAND 

Before and during the beginning of the 1700’s a life of crime was a fairly easy 

one. Many criminals were never caught because there were no policemen to 

track them down. Some towns had watchmen to keep law and order. 

Watchmen were paid (although very badly) and were seen as a bit of a 

national joke. They were often so old, of feeble or too drunk to catch anyone 

that in some areas crime had become the number one problem. Other Some 

places had constables to keep and an eye on things, but these men weren’t 

very effective. They were unpaid and were only chosen to do the job for a 

year before someone else took over. Many were careful not to do the job 

properly – because they didn’t want to be chosen again. Constables had to - 

 Keep order in inns and ale houses. 

 Keep the peace in the parish. 

 Send illegitimate children back to their original parish. 

 Impound stray farm animals. 

 Arrest people who have committed crimes. 

 Prevent crimes such as trespassing and poaching. 

 Carry out punishments such as whipping vagabonds. 



 Watch the behaviour of apprentices. 

 Look out for vagabonds. 

 
 
1. Why were watchmen not effective in stopping crime? 
 
2. What had become the number one problem for some areas?  
 
3. Why were constables not effective in stopping crime?  
 
4. List 4 jobs that a Constable was in charge of.   
 
5. What is the definition of impound? 
 
6.  What is the definition of vagabond?                              
  
 
 

 
TASK 2-Read the following information    

                   
                        JUSTICE OF THE PEACE (JP or MAGISTRATE) 

Justices of the Peace known as JP’s or Magistrates also had responsibility for 

law and order in each county. The post of JP started in medieval times, but 

became more important as time went on. They were unpaid and did the role 

mainly for prestige and power. JPs were usually landowners (often well off 

men) from the county who were appointed annually by the King. However, 

many did the job for years. The role included a lot of things that our local 

councils do nowadays, such as organising road and bridge repairs, checking 

weights and measures in shops, licensing ale houses (pubs), and supervising 

poor relief (charity). 

 

1. What is another name for a Justice of the Peace?  

2. Who appointed the JP?  

3. What does the word annually mean? 

4. List 2 of the jobs a JP was responsible for?   

 

   
 


