
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Subject:   History –Policing and Law Enforcement in the 1700-1800’s-  WEEK 7 (Week starting 8/6)                                                                                                      
      Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: To investigate the Bow Street Runners. 
Task 1: Read the information about the Bow Street Runners.   
Task 2: To complete the sentences filling in the missing words.    
Task 3: Look up the definition of the words listed.     
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to:    mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk   Thank you 
 
TASK 1-  Read the information below.  
 

                                                        Bow Street Runners 
                                                                             
The Bow Street Runners were the first professional police force, organised 
in London by the magistrate and writer Henry Fielding. Before the Bow 
Street Runners the only form of law and order were constables, watchmen 
and thief takers. These people had not been employed by the Government, 
were paid privately and were not only ineffective but were often corrupt and 
criminals themselves. It was clear that these systems did not work properly 
and did not stop crime.  
Henry Fielding and his blind brother John, who was also a magistrate, 
established the Bow Street Runners- a paid police force, with the intention 
of preventing and fighting crime. They started with only 6 men but by 1800 
there over 60 Bow Street Runners working in London. They used the general 
public’s help by publishing leaflets and advertisements asking for 
information about crimes and criminals. The Bow Street Runners were paid 
and organised as a proper Government organisation. They also received 
rewards when they caught their suspects but these rewards were strictly 
monitored (checked) in order to ensure there was no chance of corruption 
which had happened in the past. 
 Henry Fielding also set up a newspaper which shared information about 
crimes and criminals in London and asking the public for help in catching 
certain criminals. The paper worked in a similar way to a ‘Neighbourhood 
Watch’ system. When Henry died in 1754 his brother John (who was blind) 
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took over and successfully carried on the system for another 26 years until 
1780. It was said he could recognise the voice of over 3000 criminals.   
   
TASK 2 – Choose the correct word from below to fill in the missing spaces to 
complete each sentence.  
 
Privately         constables         blind           brother           neighbourhood          6 
 
3,000              thief-takers             reward             60              writer               voice           
 
 
1 The Bow Street Runners were organised by Magistrate and _________ 
Henry Fielding and his ___________  John. 
 
2 Before the Bow Street Runners the only form of law and order in England 
were ____________, watchmen and _____________. 
 
3 These people were paid ______________.  
 
4 John Fielding was also ______________. It was said he could recognise the 
______________ of over ____________ criminals. 
 
5 The Bow Street Runners started out with __________ men and grew to 
over ________________.  
 
6 Henry Fielding’s newspaper acted like a modern day ____________   watch.   
 
7 The Bow Street Runners were paid a wage and also received a __________ 
when they caught criminals.  
 
 
TASK 3- Look up the definition of the following words.   
 
1. Magistrate  
2. Corruption  
3. Monitored  
4. Ineffective  
 
 


