
 
 
 
 

HOME LEARNING 
 
Subject:  Performing Arts                               Time: 1 hour 
 
Learning Objective: To create a presentation about each of the 5 performers describing their roles, 
responsibilities, skills and qualities.   Actor, Singer, Dancer, Musician, Musical Theatre Performer.  
 

1. Please make sure that you have completed and sent me any coursework that I have set you, as 
I can then give you feedback. All work is attached to the work from week 3.  

2. This task is to continue to write about your choice of performer from an actor, singer, dancer, 
musician or musical theatre performer. If you have already written about a musician, then 
please choose a different type of performer.  

3. Remember: you can write about these using Word, Publisher or Powerpoint or alternatively 
you can record a blog or a video instead. PLEASE DON’T COPY FROM THE INTERNET DIRECTLY. 
Try and re-write any information in your own words as best as possible. If you need any help 
understanding the task or what the terms mean, then please email me. I have written out the 
questions below to help you with each section. 

4. Use the keywords as much as possible in your answers to the questions. This week you will be 
answering the questions below about your chosen performer. Below I have written an example 
answer. 
  

5. How do they communicate with the audience or camera?  
Use these terms as a guide to write your answer.  

Timing, Rhythm, Concentration, Clarity, Audience engagement, Projection, Use of costume, Use of 
props, Use of lighting, Use of amplification. 

6. How do they express themselves? Use these terms as a guide to write your answer. 
Characterisation, Facial expression, Gesture, Dynamics, Phrasing.  

7. How are they creative? Use these terms as a guide to write your answer. 
Interpretation, Stylistic awareness, Devising and composing, Improvisation.  
8. What professional qualities do they have? Use these terms as a guide to write your answer. 
Evaluative understanding, Imagination, Inventiveness.  
9. Use the following terms to write about what it takes to become a professional actor, singer 

musician, dancer or musical theatre performer. 
10. Timekeeping, Commitment, Flexibility, Discipline, Knowledge of terminology. 

 
My Example Answer:  
My example is Dame Darcey Bussell. She is a 51 year old retired ballerina who trained at the Arts Educational School 
and the Royal Ballet School and became a professional dancer at Sadlers Wells Royal Ballet and then she became a 
principal dancer at the age of 20 at the Royal Ballet. She is famous for being one of the best British ballerinas, and she 
was honoured by the Queen in 2006 when she became a Dame. She has performed ballet all over the world and has 
performed on TV and has now become a judge on Strictly Come Dancing. Darcey Bussell’s role as the principal ballerina 
was to learn and perform different roles which choreographers taught her. She also performed 17 roles which were 
especially created for because of her exceptional technique. She interacted with other dancers by leading them through 
different routines as well as interacting with choreographers, conductors and artistic directors for each performance. 
From a young age Darcey had to attend many rehearsals and practise her ballet skills regularly. She performed often in 



school performances and was spotted by a choreographer because of her ability to perform very difficult advanced 
techniques. Being a ballerina it was always very important to respond correctly to direction and follow health and 
safety guidelines whilst rehearsing and performing. The obvious difficulty of being a principal ballerina is that dancing is 
incredibly physically demanding. Therefore she would have to spend a long time learning each dance and set of dances 
as accurately as possible, coordinating with other dancers, stage managers, costume departments, conductors, 
musicians and artistic directors responding to their input. Each dance and performance needs to have fluency, and 
control of each movement otherwise she could hurt herself and others. Her posture and strength and stamina have to 
be perfect for each performance which means that her diet needs to also be carefully controlled.   
Darcey Bussell had to concentrate throughout the whole of her performances when she was on 
stage, making sure that she entered and exited the stage on time and by making sure she was 
dancing in time with the correct rhythm. During her time as a dancer Darcey Bussell would have to 
wear multiple costumes during each performance for different scenes and different roles, as the 
costumes are used to tell the story. She would have to position herself in the correct position on 
the stage to make sure the lighting is correct. During her performances to highlight her characters 
she changed her facial expressions and gestures as part of her interpretation of the story. The 
choreography and her dancing reacted to the dynamics and phrasing from the music. She was also 
part of the premiere performances of different ballet performances from different choreographers 
who had different ideas and interpretations of the story perhaps with different stylistic awareness 
and inventiveness. During rehearsals and performances Darcey Bussell would have to be very good 
at timekeeping and be committed to each rehearsal and performance as well as being disciplined 
with her diet and physical exercises. She would have to have lots of flexibility to change dances or 
costumes quickly due to the wishes of choreographers and directors. She trained for years and 
knew all of the terminology for dancing and particularly ballet and then would have learned about 
the theatre and different ballet groups and their customs and traditions.  

 
 

I hope this helps you to know how to write your answers using the keywords.  
The following websites are very useful.  
https://www.screenskills.com/  
www.prospects.ac.uk 
www.artsjobs.org.uk  
 
If you would like me to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: 
 
dbest@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
 
Thank you  
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