
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Subject:   History –CRIME AND PUNISHMENT REVISION PREPERATION -  WEEK 9 (Week starting 22.6)                                                                                                      
      Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: To revisit and revise Crime in the 1700 and 1800’s 
Task 1: Read the information below about 3 different common crimes in the 1700 and 1800’s.  
Task 2: Identify the crime each picture source is showing.   
Task 3: Answer the revision questions.  
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to:    mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk   Thank you 
 
TASK 1- Read the following information 
CRIMINALS AND CRIMES IN THE 1700 and 1800’S 

There were many crimes and criminals during the 1700 and 1800’s. We are going to examine several of 

them 

SMUGGLING  

-Smuggling means bringing goods into a country and not paying the import taxes. 

-During the 1700’s more goods were being taxed (cloth, wine, spirits) so smuggling increased. 

-Smuggling gangs emerged during this time. They were organized and operated on a large scale (a lot of 

people were involved). 

-Smugglers sometimes seem as heroes and locals sometimes helped them and made money too. 

-The rich also bought smuggled goods. They had a lot of popular support. 

-It was difficult to stop smuggling because- 

*Many people benefitted from cheaper smuggled goods. 

*They operated at night. 

*Miles of unpoliced coastline. 

-Some said it was a crime created by the Government due to putting taxes on goods.  

-During the 1800’s smuggling dropped dramatically because The Government reduced taxes on goods. 

 

HIGHWAY ROBBERY  

-Highway Robbery is robbery where people threaten or attack travellers and force them to hand over 

their valuables.  

-This crime had gone on along time but increased during the 1700’s because- 

*Trade increased and more goods and money moved around. People carried large sums of money on 

them. 

*The countryside less populated and a lot of isolated places-easy to rob.      

*Roads were improved (by Turnpike trusts) led to more travel and regular stagecoaches. More people 

=more money to steal. 

-Highway robbers on foot were known as Footpads and those on horses were known as Highwaymen. 

 -It was considered a serious crime because- 

*It disrupted travel. 

*Crime was committed on Kings Highway. 

*Involved theft of mailbags (the post). 

-It didn’t help that many Highway robbers were considered heroes.  

-The death Penalty was introduced to discourage it.  

-Became much less common in the 1800’s because of mounted patrols and growth in banks (didn’t have 

to carry money) 
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POACHING 

-Poaching is the illegal hunting, catching or trapping animals on other people’s land.  

-Poaching continued to be widespread and increased during the 1700’s. 

-There was also a rise in gangs operating large scale. 

-1723 the Black Act made poaching a capital crime (death). Also made it illegal to- 

*Blacken face in hunting area. 

*carrying snares. 

*Own certain dogs.    

-These anti poaching laws were seen as unfair. Only landowners with land worth over 100 pounds could 

hunt. 

-In 1823 The Black Act was repealed by Robert Peel. 

-Poaching still illegal but no longer a capital crime. 

 

TASK 2- Write the name of the crime (SMUGGLING/ HIGHWAY ROBBERY/ POACHING) for each 

picture source  
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TASK 3-  Write 3 detailed sentences (or a paragrph) describing each of the 3 crimes. Please use 

the information provided but try writing the sentences from memory instead of just copying them 

from the information. This is a revision task and is something you will need to do in the future.                 
 

    

 


