
 

 

 

 

HOME LEARNING 
 
Subject: History- Year 11- Germany and Civil War                 Time to complete: Unlimited 
 
Learning Objective: NEW TOPIC To investigate what happened at the end of WW1. To answer 
questions about sources.    
We are starting a new topic this week. This topic is Germany from 1918 until 1945. ALL STUDENTS 
will need to do the work on Germany as it is for Entry level and IGCSE. Students doing the IGCSE will 
also have to do the Civil War work as well.        
TASK 1: All students – Read the information about the end of the WW1 and answer the questions. 
TASK 2: IGCSE students – Read the document on the Black Codes and answer the questions.  
TASK 3: IGCSE students -  Familiarise yourself with the Reconstruction timeline.    
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to the member of staff. 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 

TASK 1 – ALL STUDENTS           

              The end of World War One, 1918-1919 
By autumn 1918 it was clear that Germany would lose World War One. Its population was suffering 
and its economy was doing very badly. 

 A British naval blockade had led to severe food shortages. In 1918 293,000 Germans died from 
starvation and hypothermia. 

 Germany was not able to trade with other countries because the British Navy had blockaded it’s 
ports (This means that British ships were blocking it’s ports so Germany couldn’t get any supplies in.   

 German workers’ wages were falling despite the extra work they were doing to support the war.  

In September 1918 the heads of the German army, Generals Hindenburg and Ludendorff, told 
the Kaiser (King) that Germany should ask the Allies (Britain, France and the USA) for an armistice (an 
end to the war).   From November onwards a series of events occurred that became known as the 
German Revolution.  

The Kiel Mutiny 

On 3 November at the main German naval base in Kiel, angry German sailors mutinied (rebelled) instead 
of following orders to attack the British Royal Navy. The sailors’ mutiny led to rebellions all over Germany 
and in a matter of days led to the collapse of the German government. This forced the ruling leader 
Kaiser Wilhelm II, to abdicate (give up his crown) on 9 November. Friedrich Ebert, leader of the Social 
Democratic Party (SDP) became Chancellor (the same thing as Prime Minister in Britain) and took power 
over Germany. 



 
End of World War One - Germany surrenders 

On 11 November 1918 World War One ended when an agreement was agreed with the Allies (Britain, 
France and the USA) and Germany surrendered. 

In January 1919 Ebert and a group of members elected to represent the German people, a National 
Assembly, met to draw up a new constitution (a set of rules and laws) for Germany. They met in the 
town of Weimar and the government became known as the Weimar Government. 

On 28 June 1919 the new German government was forced to sign a peace settlement called the Treaty 
of Versailles. The treaty blamed Germany for the war and punished her in lots of different ways. This 
led to huge problems in Germany.  

THE BIG 3  

The treaty was created by the three winning countries Britain, France and Germany. Each leader 
wanted to treat Germany differently.    

Questions  

1. Give one example to show how badly Germany was doing badly at the end of WW1.  

2. What Army Generals told the Kaiser that Germany should surrender?   

3. What were the events from November onwards known as?    

4. What did the sailors at Kiel refuse to do? 

5. What was the name of the old leader of Germany? What was he forced to do?  

6. What was the name of the Germany’s new leader? What political party did he belong to?  

7. Where did the new German Government meet for the first time?  

8. What was the name of the Treaty signed at the end of the war?  

9. What were the names of the leaders of the three allies (Britain, France and Germany)? (you will 
need to look this up- it helps to type into your search ‘The Big Three’ and WW1)    

 

TASK 2 – Read the document /source below. Black codes were restrictive laws created by white 
Southerners to limit the freedom of African Americans and ensure their availability as a cheap labour 
force after slavery ended. 

 

    



 
 
1. When were these Black Codes written? Who do you think wrote these laws? African 
Americans or White southerners?  
 
2. List three things that freed men and women were not allowed to do according to the 
Black Codes. 
 
3. Think about why white Southerners passed laws that controlled the movement (travelling) of 
African Americans. What would happen if African Americans left the South in huge numbers? 
 
4. How do these laws help you to understand what life was like in Louisiana and other 
Southern states after the Civil War? 
 
5. Churches became a very important part of the black community after the Civil War. Which 
section of the black code explains why this was the case?    
 
6. After reading this source do you think reconstruction was a success?  
 
You can start your answer for question 6 like this. (Make sure you include information taken 
from the source in your answer.  
 
I think that reconstruction was not a success because ___________________________.  
 
 
TASK 3 – Please familarise yourself with the timeline below. You don’t need to memorise it but it 
would be a good idea if you remembered some dates and what happened on those dates to include 
in your writing for exams. 
Answer the question below- 
In 1871 the Ku Klux Klan Act was passed. It was also known by another name.  What was that name? 
You will need to llook this up.     



 
 

 
 
 
 

 


