
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Private Peaceful – Michael Morpurgo  
Subject:  Year 11 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                      
Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can recall facts from a story. I can use adjectives and adverbs to improve a 
piece of text. 
 
Task 1: Words Within Words  
Look at the letters in the title, Private Peaceful. What words can you make out of these letters? There 
are 2 rules for this game, you can only use the letters you see, and you can only use the letters the 
number of times they appear in the title.  Spend 5 minutes on this task.  
 
Task 2: Chapter 3 – The Eulogy and the Burial  
The next chapter describes a funeral scene which might be upsetting for some readers. You can skip 
this chapter if you think it would be too difficult for you. (Go to Task 4, if you do this). 
Click on the link below, to listen to Chapter 3.  When on the website, click on the tab at the bottom of 
the clip titled ‘The Eulogy and the Burial’. Please do not listen past 10.20. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-private-peaceful-episode-1/z6jnxyc 
 
Task 3: Quick Comprehension  
Answer the questions below. Write your answers as full sentences (not one-word answers). 

1. What was trapped in the church and trying to escape during the funeral?  

2. Who did Tommo’s dad work for?  

3. Who owns their house and why might this be a problem now?  

4. What do Charlie and Tommo think of the colonel? 

5. Why does Tommo feel responsible for his father’s death?  

Task 4: Improve the sentences  
Improve the sentences below by adding adjectives and adverbs. You can also change the boring 
vocabulary for more interesting alternatives.  
For example, Tommo looked at his brother / Exhausted, Tommo glanced wearily at his older brother.  
 

1. Tommo looked up at the swallow which was trying to escape.  

2. The bird flew to the belfry and then circled the ceiling.  

3. Big Joe stood up and opened the door.  

4. The swallow left the church.  

5. Big Joe laughed and returned to his seat.  

Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April  If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or 
send a photo of your completed work to: dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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