
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Private Peaceful – Michael Morpurgo  
Subject:  Year 11 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                      
Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can recall facts from the story. I can write a description of a key character.  
 
Task 1: Words Within Words  
Look at the letters in the title of the chapter, Raspberries for the Colonel. What words can you make 
out of these letters? There are 2 rules for this game, you can only use the letters you see, and you can 
only use the letters the number of times they appear in the title.  Spend 5 minutes on this task.  
 
Task 2: Chapter 4 – Raspberries for the Colonel  
Click on the link below, to listen to Chapter 4 – Raspberries for the Colonel.  This is a new clip, so you 
just need to press play. Please make sure that you do not listen past 03.37. Do not start ‘A Playground 
Scrap.’ https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/english-private-peaceful-episode-2/zhhry9q 
 
Task 3: Quick Comprehension  
Answer the questions below. Write your answers as full sentences (not one-word answers). 
 

1. What cruel trick do Charlie and Tommo play on Big Joe?  

2. What illness did Big Joe have when he was a baby?  

3. What does their Mum do when she finds out what Charlie and Tommo have done to Big Joe? 

4. Why do Charlie and Big Joe blow raspberries at the colonel?  

 
Task 4: Mind Map  
Create a mind-map to record everything you know about Big Joe. Think about what he looks like, the 
reasons for his brain damage, what he likes and his personality. Anything you know about Big Joe, 
show it in your mind map.   
 
Task 5: Big Joe – Description  
Use your mind-map of facts to write a description of Big Joe. Try to include as much detail as possible. 
Use adjectives and adverbs to describe, conjunctions to extend your sentences and capital letters for 
proper nouns such as Big Joe. Try to mention; what he looks like, his personality and the reasons for his 
condition. Remember to read back your sentences to check that they make sense.  
 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April  If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or 
send a photo of your completed work to: dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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