
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Subject:   History – CONTROL IN NAZI GERMANY -WEEK 9 (Week starting 22/6)                                                                                                      
      Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: To understand the events of the Night of the Long Knives. (an example of how 
Hitler got rid of his enemies). 
Task 1: Read the information about the Night of the Long Knives       
Task 2: Answer the questions about the information.   
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to:   mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 

TASK 1- Read the information and answer the questions.  
                                                      The Night of the Long Knives 

 

On the 30th of June 1934 Hitler’s private protection squad, the SS roamed the streets of Germany. They 

had a list of names and one by one they visited these addresses and carried out a series of executions. By 

the 2nd of August 100 people were officially dead. Other accounts claim that 100’s more were murdered. 

Why? Who were they? And what had they done to bring Hitler’s anger down upon them?  

 

In 1933 Hitler was appointed Chancellor after the Nazi Party won a large number seats in the German 

parliament. They had achieved this victory due to a number of reasons. 

The Nazi’s promised people jobs and food and they offered stability and strong leadership.  

 

The SA had also crushed most opposition. The SA were Hitler’s private army. These men were known 

as the Brown Shirts due to there uniform and were led by Ernst Rohm one of Hitler’s closest allies. 

They used violence to break up political rallies of the opposition parties and to intimidate political 

opponents. They also wanted to socialise the German economy. This meant they wanted all the wealth 

in Germany to be divided equally. The SA also terrorised the general population though their violence 

and aggression.  

 

After Hitler was appointed Chancellor he decided it was time to get rid of the SA. Their violence was 

getting out of control and the real German army the Reichswehr were feeling threatened by them. Hitler 

also had no intention of socialising Germany. He needed to keep the big industrialists on side and they 

were also worried about the SA and their socialist ambitions.  

 

On the 30th of June Hitler sent his SS troops under the leadership of Himmler to arrest or kill leading 

members of the SA. Ernest Rohm was arrested and two days later was offered the choice of committing 

suicide or being killed. He refused to kill himself and 15 minutes later was shot on Hitler’s orders. 

 

Members of the SA were not the only ones murdered that night as Hitler took the opportunity to get rid 

of many other political opponents. By the end of the period know as the Night of the Long Knives 

Germany had virtually become a one party state. Hitler had got rid of anyone who could oppose him 

politically.             

 
 
 



  

                        The Night of The long Knives 

                                       Questions  

 
1. Who were in charge of the SA? 

 

 

2. When was Hitler appointed Chancellor? 

 

 

3. What did the Nazi’s promise people in the election? 

 

 

4. What is the German name for the German army? 

 

       

5. What does it mean to socialise a countries economy? 

 

 

6. Give two reasons why Hitler decided to get rid of the SA? 

 

 

7. Who was in charge of the SS troops? 

 

 

8. In your own words, explain how Ernst Rohm died.  

 

 
 
 
 


