
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
Subject: Comprehension         Time: 1 Hour 
 
Learning Objective: listen and respond to a text 
 
The Railway Children by E. Nesbit 

Three children’s comfortable, middle-class existence ends 
suddenly when their father has to go away unexpectedly, leaving 
with two strangers. 

Roberta, Peter and Phyllis leave their London home and move 
with their mother to a small cottage in the country where life is 
very different. Their mother stays busy writing to earn money as 
they no longer have Father’s income.  The youngsters’ days are 
filled with a adventure and excitement as they discover a 
fascinating local railway. 

They make friends with Perks the Porter and the station master, 
who teach them all about the trains. However, mystery remains - 
where is their father? Then the terrible truth is discovered… 

 
Task1: Listen to Chapter 1 – The Beginning of Things 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ltn9yHqeb90  
You can pause the audio as many times as you like.  Try drawing the scenes described or the characters 
you meet. 
 
Task2: Answer the following questions.  Try not to use a dictionary but instead listen to the chapter to 
try to infer the answers. Answer as many questions as you can. 
 
1. … They were just ordinary suburban children… Which of the below is closest in meaning to 
suburban? Underline one. 
live on the edge of a large town/city   live in the countryside 
live in central London     live in a village 
 
2.  It says their house had ‘every modern convenience…’  What does convenience mean in this 
sentence? Circle one.   
  
  comfort        hardship                electricity                               furniture          
  
3.  They also had a Father who was just perfect – never cross, never unjust… What does never unjust 
mean?  
  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ltn9yHqeb90


4.  What did the children currently use the railways for?  
  
 ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

  
5.   What did their father do if he was not ready to play games with the children?  
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
6.  What happened to upset Peter shortly after his birthday?  
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
7. How do you know something is going to happen to the family later in the story?   
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
8. What evidence is there that their mother cared for them a great deal? Give two examples. 
  
1. ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

2. ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
9. How do we know that Peter is feeling better at the end?  
  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
10. Here are some summaries. Number them from 1 to 5 to show the order in which they appear in 
the story. 
 

 The children are only aware of the railways as a way of getting around.  

 They children had everything they needed at home.   

 Peter is affected by the loss of his new engine.   

 Their mother writes things for them for different reasons.      

 The three children were called Roberta, Peter and Phyllis. 

 
Task3: Create a For Sale advert for the children’s house.  Include the information you heard in the 
chapter (have another listen if you need to) plus any other information you think may be relevant; you 
can include a picture.  Have a look at these house adverts for houses in Oakworth (the setting of the 
story) as an example https://www.rightmove.co.uk/property-for-sale/Oakworth.html  
 
Save your work: If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use 
Word or Publisher). Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 

For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 

If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: gmonk@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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