
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
Subject: English          Time: 1 Hour 
 
Learning Objective: read, understand and analyse a text.  Use a text to synthesise own ideas. 
 
Starter: Read the following blog which was written four days after Boris Johnson’s announcement that 
we should all work from home and reduce contact to a minimum.  Highlight the language that shows it 
is written informally. 
 

 



Task1: Answer the following questions based on the blog you’ve just read. 
 

1. Looking at paragraph one, which two words does the writer use which suggest that the sneeze may 
be dangerous? 
 

___________________________________          ___________________________________ 
 

2. In paragraph 3 the writer says: I scrabble for the right change in my purse. Which of the following 
words could be used to replace the word scrabble in this sentence? 
 

a. fumble  

b. check  

c. grab  

 
3. Which language technique does the writer use in paragraph 4, to make the reader think about why 

the other customer waits outside the shop? 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

4. In paragraph 5 the writer says: Evolution has honed the frequency of a hungry cat’s cry to match 
that of a newborn baby. Which of the following words could be used to replace the word honed in 
this sentence? 
 

a. sharpened  

b. found a home for  

c. refined  

 
5. In the final paragraph of the blog, the writer says “I drench my hands in sanitiser”. Look up drench 

in a dictionary and write the definition here: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

6. Why do you think the writer drenches their hands in sanitiser after they leave the pet store?  
(Remember to sue the clues in the text) 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 



7. Which of the following describes the mood and tone created in the text? 

 

a. Serious and informative  

b. Light-hearted and entertaining  

c. Humorous but thoughtful  

 

8. The heading for this blog is: 
Feeding Back in the Corridor of Uncertainty 

 The corridor of uncertainty is an area in the game of cricket.  It is a target area for the bowler 
because if he bowls into it, the batsman will have difficulty deciding whether to try to hit the 
ball or not. 

Explain in your own words why you think the writer has chosen this idiom as the title of the blog: 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Task2: As you are at home with your family in Lockdown, you have decided to write an online blog 
about your personal experiences.  Think about the following: 

 How Covid 19 has affected your everyday life and routines 

 The effect that Covid 19 has had on members of your family 

 Any positive things that have happened throughout 

 The things that you find difficult and how you are coping with them 
 

In writing your blog you can give your personal views and opinions, but remember that a blog is meant 
to be read by other people.  The current lockdown is a serious topic but you should focus on your 
personal experiences rather than politics.  Imagine you are chatting to a good friend.  You can use 
informal language, but you still need to use correct grammar and proper sentences. 
 
You could plan your blog by creating a spiderdiagram addressing the points above.  Plan a paragraph 
for each point. 
Save your work: If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use 
Word or Publisher). Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 

For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 

If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: gmonk@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
You can also practice these skills on BKSB 

mailto:gmonk@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
https://glebeschool.bksblive2.co.uk/bksbLive2/Login.aspx?ReturnUrl=%2fbksblive2%2fStaff%2fTutorHome.aspx

