
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
 
Subject: English - Fitz                                                                        Time to complete: 1 Hr 
 
 
 
Learning Objective: To enhance comprehension skills by answering questions based on a text. 
 
Task: Read the text about Easter Island below and then try to answer the questions. I have 
numbered each paragraph to help you find where you should look for the answers; the questions 
have the start of an answer below them to help you answer in a full sentence.  
 

Easter Island 
 
Easter Island is one of the Pacific Ocean’s great mysteries.  

 
1. Easter Island is a volcanic island located 2237 miles west of Chile. It is also 
known as Rapa Nui and Isla de Pascua. It was named ‘Easter Island’ by the 
Dutch explorer Jacob Roggeveen because he discovered it on Easter Sunday, 
1722.  
 
2. The people who lived on the island were known as the Rapa Nui. Historians 
still can't agree on where they originally came from. Did they sail from Chile, 
thousands of miles to the east? Did they sail from a Polynesian island or 
Hawaii, thousands of miles to the west or northwest? No one really knows… 
 
3. Roggeveen was the first 

European to discover the Rapa Nui and their strange way 
of life, as well as the giant, face-like statues they made. 
These statues are called moai. They were carved out of 
compressed volcanic ash called ‘tuff’, which was found in a 
quarry (a mine or pit) at a place called Rano Raraku.  
 
4. In total, 887 moai have been found on the island, but 
only a quarter of these were moved from the quarry at 
Rano Raraku and placed on the coastlines of the island, as 
if to guard it from intruders. The largest standing moai is 
over nine metres tall and weighs eighty-two tons! How on 
earth did the Rapa Nui move them? Again, another 
mystery! Historians think they might have used wooden 
logs as rollers and ropes made from tree bark, but no one 
knows for sure… 
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5. Why did the Rapa Nui make the moai? Why did they clear lots of good farmland so they could drag 
them to different parts of the island? Historians suspect it was because of the Rapa Nui’s religion. It is 
thought that the statues were symbols for the spirits of the tribe’s chiefs and gods.  
 

6. As for the Rapa Nui themselves, they gradually 
died out. Historians believe that up to 10,000 
people once lived on the island at the same time, 
but many died as a result of civil war, plague and 
cannibalism. Today, the descendants of the Rapa 
Nui number in the hundreds, but they keep their 
traditions and stories alive as others try to solve the 
mysteries of Easter Island… 
 
 

Questions: 
 
 
Paragraph 1 
 
1. Where is Easter Island located? 
Easter Island is located … 
 
2. What are its other two names? 
Its other two names are … 
 
3. Why did Jacob Roggeveen call it ‘Easter Island’? 
Jacob Roggeveen called it ‘Easter Island’ because … 
 
 

Paragraph 2 
 

4. What were the people who lived on the island known as? 
The people who lived on the island were known as … 

 
5. What can’t historians still agree on? 

Historians still can’t agree on … 
 
 
Paragraph 3 
 
6. What are the giant, face-like statues called? 
The giant, face-like statues are called… 
 
7. What were they made out of? 
They were made out of … 



 
8. What is a quarry? 
A quarry is … 
 
 

Paragraph 4 
 

9. How many moai have been found on the island? 
… moai have been found on the island. 

 
10. The moai were placed on the coastlines of the island. What might be the reason for this? 

The reason the moai were placed on the coastlines might be … 
 

11. How tall and heavy is the largest standing moai? 
The largest standing moai is … 

 
12. How do historians think the Rapa Nui might have moved the moai? 

Historians think the Rapa Nui might have moved the moai using … 
 
 
Paragraph 5 
 
13. Why might the Rapa Nui have made the moai? 
The Rapa Nui might have made the statues because … 
 
14. What might they be symbols for? 
They might be symbols for … 
 
 

Paragraph 6 
 

15. Up to how many people do historians believe once lived on the island at the same time? 
Historians believe that up to … people lived on the island at the same time. 

 
16. Why did many of these people die? 

Many of these people died because of … 
 
 
 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or 
Publisher). Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed 
work to the member of staff. 



 
jfitzgerald@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
 
 
Thank you 
 
 
 
 

 


