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HOME LEARNING 
 

Subject: Year 7 –Gladiators                                             Time to complete: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: To know what a gladiator did. To understand who gladiators were. To identify 
different types of gladiators.    
TASK 1 - Read the information on gladiators.    
TASK 2 – Label each of the gladiators using the clues in the information.   
TASK 3 – Watch the you tube clip on Gladiator school.  
TASK 4 – Optional – Create a poster advertising a Gladiator Battle. You can draw pictures or use 
pictures to go with your poster.      
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to the member of staff. 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
 
TASK 1- Read the information on Gladiators below.   

Where would a Gladiator Battle take place? 

Arenas or the Colosseum. Gladiator battles took place in 

Rome but also in the other countries that the Roman’s 

conquered including Britain.  

Who were Gladiators? 

Gladiators were normally criminals, captured prisoners of 

war or slaves who trained to fight each other.  However 

they were sometimes volunteers. 

What would happen at a Gladiator fight? 

The gladiators would fight each other to entertain the 

Emperor and the Crowds. If a Gladiator was wounded he 

raised a finger, asking for mercy.  If his fighting pleased 

the Crowd and the Emperor he would be spared.  If not 

then his opponent would kill him. Gladiators might fight on 

their own or in groups. They would also sometimes fight 

wild and dangerous animals too.  
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Were all Gladiators the same?  

No there were many different types of Gladiators. 

Originally the different fighting-styles must have evolved 

from types of combat that the Romans met among the 

peoples whom they fought and conquered. The Gladiators   

had different weapons to make fights more interesting.  
 
TASK 2 – Name each of the Gladiators 1-11 below using the information on the next page labelled  
A-K.  

 
 

Gladiators were normally criminals, captured prisoners of 

war or slaves who trained to fight each 



.A.  Velitus - his only weapon is a spear 

 
B. Dimachaerius - wears very little armour and fights with two swords 
 
C. Myrmillo - fights with a dagger and carries a shield  
 
D. Woman - although not a common sight, some women were gladiators too 
 
E. Andabatus - charges on horseback whilst wearing a helmet with no eye 
holes! 
 
F. Thracian - has a very small shield and a curved dagger 
 
G. Retiarius - carries a three-pronged trident and uses a net to try to capture 
his opponent and has his left arm and shoulder protected by armour 
 
H. Laquearius - has a heavily armoured left arm and shoulder, and carries a 
lasso and trident 
 
I. Secutor - chases his opponent whilst wearing a helmet with small eye holes 
and fighting with a dagger and large shield 
 
J. Essedarius - fights from a horse-drawn chariot with a spear 
 
K. Samnite - carries a large shield and sword and wears a helmet with a crest 
 
TASK 3- Copy and paste the link below to watch the clip on Gladiator school 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KN-zWW_-kaw 
 
TASK 4- ***Optional*** Create a poster advertising an upcoming Gladiator battle. Include who will 
be fighting (you might want to include animals as well).  
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