
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
 
Subject:   History  (new subject) Ancient Egypt                                                                                                    
      Time: 50 minutes  
 
Learning Objective: To understand the importance of the River Nile to the Ancient Egyptians. 
 
Set 1 Task: Read the information on the Nile River.  
 
Set 2 Task: To complete a mind map with the information you have read. 
 
Set 3 Task:  Dictionary definitions and spelling practise. 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
 

SET 1 TASK                   ANCIENT EGYPT -          RIVER NILE  

The River Nile runs through Egypt. Most people live along and around the River Nile.  

This is because it is green and crops can be grown in the areas around the Nile whilst the 

rest of Egypt is desert. The people of ancient Egypt depended on the Nile to survive. 

 

FLOODS- The River Nile would flood every year and leave behind a rich, black silt that 

fertilised the soil.  

This was essential for growing food for everyone. 

 A system of canals that led from the Nile were also used to water fields in other areas. 

This is called irrigation. 

CROPS AND FOOD- The Egyptians grew wheat and barley as well as fruits 

and vegetables like melons, figs, peas, garlic, lettuce and cucumbers. 

Flax was grown for making linen to make clothes. 

The Nile was also important for fishing. This was done in boats with nets.   

TRANSPORT AND TRADE- There was no such thing as money in ancient Egypt so 

people would trade by swapping things like pottery, food, jewellery and art etc. 

Boats were used to travel up and down the Nile to trade throughout the country. 



BUILDING AND PAPYRUS- Mud from around the River Nile would be used to make 

bricks for building. 

The papyrus plants around the river were used to make papyrus which was the paper of 

the ancient Egyptians. 

THE EGYPTIAN CALENDAR- The Egyptian year was based on the happenings of the River 
Nile. It had 3 seasons, each one lasting 4 months: 

• AHKET - July – October, this was flooding season 

• PERET – November – February, the fields were planted in this season 

• SHEMU – March – June, the crops were harvested.  
 

 

SET 2 TASK  Now use the information you have read through to create a mind map like 

the one below.  Include why the river was so important to the Ancient Egyptians. You can 

also include pictures if you are able or would like to.  

 
SET 3 TASK     (extension task)  Look up the words below in the dictionary and write 

down their definitions. You can also practise learning to spell them. 

 
FLOOD            PAPYRUS           FAMINE           DROUGHT          TRANSPORT          TRADE         BARLEY   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


