
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
Subject:         Science    Year 7                                         Time: 1 hour  
 
Learning Objective: Ecosystems – I identify the organisms of a food chain 
Key Vocabulary: producer, consumer, decomposer, carnivore, herbivore, omnivore, predator, prey, 
top predator. 
 
Important Information & a link to help you:  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zq4wjxs/revision/1  
Food chains always start with a plant.  A plant is a producer because it produces its own energy (food), 
it does not go hunting or looking for food.  A plant takes energy from the sunlight and uses a chemical 
process to makes its own energy.   
 
A creature that eats a plant (this can be the leaves, fruit, berries, seeds, bark of a tree etc)  is called a 
primary consumer.  This creature is a herbivore, it does not eat meat (this would include flies, worms, 
beetles, fish).  These creatures are also prey because they are eaten by other creatures.   
 
The next part of a food chain are secondary consumers.  These creatures eat other creatures (meat) 
and are called carnivores, or they eat both plants and meat and are called omnivores.   
 
There is a third level of consumer called a tertiary consumer.  These creatures eat the secondary 
consumers.   
 
Consumers are predators because they eat/hunt other living things.  The top predator is a creature 
that is at not eaten by something else in their food chain.  For example a crocodile is not hunted by 
another creature in it is top of its food chain.   
 
A decomposer is a creature or organism that helps dead matter such as leaves, animals and plants 
decompose (rot away).  Think about a compost heap. What would you put in it?  What creatures would 
you find in it?  If you leave a piece of food, eventually a mould will grow on it.  This is decomposing the 
food so it will eventually rot away.  In an ecosystem this would then turn back into nutrients to go into 
the ground to help the plants grow again.  It is all part of a cycle.   
 

Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
 
For example: ASmith Maths 27 April 

 
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: ejacob@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zq4wjxs/revision/1


 
Mrs Latcham & Mr Larrive -  Recognise organisms in a food chain.   
Read the information, look at the food chain and identify the organisms.  Some with have more than 
one label.   
 
 
Watch this link when you have finished your work.  Watch to the end and see if you have labelled 
your diagram correctly.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLq2datPo5M 
 
Useful links:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPZI2M1fDi8 consumers, decomposers and producers 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9BWC4sxt0vU herbivores, carnivores and omnivores 
 

The arrows show the transfer of energy.  For example; the bird is energy (food) for the 
snake, so the arrow shows the energy being transferred from the bird to the snake.  

EXT: Create your own food chain including all the new organisms you have learnt.   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLq2datPo5M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MPZI2M1fDi8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9BWC4sxt0vU

