
Subject: English Year 8 - Mrs North – Lesson 1
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objective: I can listen and understand and analyse the text. I can write a character description.  

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

Today, we are going to be listening to 
the story of ‘Theseus and the 

Minotaur’. 

I hope you enjoy the story.

Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Making words

Today you will be 
listening to the story 
about a Minotaur. A 
Minotaur in Greek 
Mythology was half 
person and half bull.

How many words 
can you make out 
of MINOTAUR?

Here are some clues to help you:
• An insect – e.g. ant
• A part of your body
• Water from the sky
• An animal
• Something you breathe
• Something that travels on tracks
• The opposite of off
• The opposite of out
• Your uncle’s wife
• What a squirrel eats
• Go left or right
• A flavor of gum
• Something you sit on
• Drawing or painting
• A grown up man



Task 2: Watch and listen to Theseus and the 
Minotaur.
You can either type ‘Theseus and the Minotaur | Ancient Greek 
Mythology Stories’ into google or click on the link below 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw

Watch the animation a couple of times. 

While you watch the clip think about the 

characters and how they act and behave. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xQuAUBX5xBw


Task 3: Order the events of the story

Once all of the Athenians were shut inside the Labyrinth, Theseus told them that he was on his 
way to face the Minotaur. 

Aegeus saw the black sails on the ship and thought that his son was dead. 

All the Athenians celebrated because the Minotaur was dead and they would no longer have to 
worry about being sent to Crete as a sacrifice. 

Theseus battled with the Minotaur and to his surprise, he won! 

Theseus left Ariadne on an island sleeping, as he didn’t want to be married to his enemy’s 
daughter. 

King Minos found out that the Athenians had killed his son and decided to get his revenge. His 
subjects were worried.

Theseus wanted to go to Crete with the others, but his father begged him not to go. 

King Minos waited for the Athenians as they came off the boat. Ariadne, his daughter, was with 
him. She saw Theseus. 

Can you put these events from the story in order?



Task 4: Read the text and answer the 
comprehension questions



Task 4: Text and comprehension questions

1. Which word best describes Theseus’s journey to Crete? Tick one.
o rough
o gentle
o unsettled
o rocky
2. Number the events from 1-4 to show the order that they occurred.
 Minos began attacking the city of Athens.
 Theseus promised to take Ariadne away from Crete.
 Theseus set sail for Athens.
 Aegeus struck a deal with Minos.
3. Look at the paragraph beginning Aegeus was shocked.
Find and copy one word or phrase which shows that Aegeus had given up.
4. Why did Ariadne help Theseus?
5. Name one way in which Theseus was better than the Minotaur.
6. Summarise Theseus’s plan using 20 words or fewer.
7. Compare the characters of Theseus and Aegeus. How are the two different?
8. …forgetting all about the promise that he had made to his father.
Why do you think that the author has chosen to end the story like this? Explain your answer.
9. Do you think that Theseus was right to go and slay the Minotaur? Explain your answer fully.



Task 4:Wordsearch

Aegean Sea
Ariadne
Athens

black sails
Crete

half-bull

half-man
King Aegeus
King Minos
labyrinth
Minotaur
sacrifice

seven men
seven women

ship
Theseus
thread

Find the words related to Theseus and the 

Minotaur in the wordsearch grid.


