
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Emil and the Detectives - Lesson 1  
 
Subject:  Year 8 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                       
Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can recall facts from the story. I can state my ideas and give reasons for them. I 
can use the Internet to conduct research.  
 
Task 1: Word Shake  
Click on the link below to play the game Word Shake. You have three minutes to make as many words 
as you can out of the sixteen letters. The words that you make must be between three and seven 
letters long. Good luck! https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/games/wordshake  
 
Task 2: Chapter 6 – Keeping Watch on a Tram 
Click here to listen to Chapter 6.  
 
Task 3: Quick Comprehension  
Answer the questions below. Write your answers as full sentences (not one-word answers). 
 

1. What does Emil follow Grundeis onto?  

2. What happens when Emil can’t pay his fare?  

3. Why does Emil ask for the man’s address?  

4. How does Emil feel in the city?  

5. How many people live in Berlin?  

 
Task 4: What Would you do?  
Emil is currently on a tram following the man in the bowler hat. He has no money and no knowledge of 
the city. He doesn’t know where he is or where he is going to. Emil is in a very dangerous situation!  
 
Think carefully! What do you think he should do next? Should he continue to follow Grundeis? Or 
should he try to get help?   
 
Write a paragraph to explain what you would do in his situation. Remember to give reasons for your 
ideas. Use adjectives to describe and conjunctions (and, but, so, because, however) to extend your 
sentences. I have included some sentence starters below to help you with your writing.  
 

If I were Emil, I would... 
I would not... 
I think Emil should... 
The safest thing to do would be... 
If he follows Grundeis he... 

https://learnenglishkids.britishcouncil.org/games/wordshake
https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/Boulton/Year8-Chapter-6-Emil-and-the-Detectives.m4a


If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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