
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
Subject: History  Year 8 – Richard the III and The Princes in the Tower   Time to complete: 50 minutes 
 
Learning Objective: To know some facts about Richard the III. To examine evidence for and agasint 
Richard.  
TASK 1: Read the information on Richard III. 
Task 2: Read the statements for and against Richard and decide which statements point towards him 
being innocent and which point towards him being guilty.   
TASK 3: Watch the Horrible Histories video on Richard the III and find another crime that Richard 
was accused of committing.  
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
 

TASK 1 – Read the information below about Richard the III.    

                                                         

                                         RICHARD THE III -   LESSON 
In last week’s lesson you learnt about King Edward the IV and why 
and when he was king. When Edward died suddenly in 1483 his 12 
year old son Edward was the next in line to be King of England. 
Instead his brother Richard took the throne for himself and claimed 
that he would rule for his nephew because he was too young. 
Richard put the young boy Edward and his even younger brother in 
the Tower of London. For a while the boys could be seen playing in 
the gardens and looking out of the windows but after the summer of 
1483 they were never seen alive again.  
For hundreds of years people have believed that Richard had the 2 
boys (his nephews) killed so he could stay as King of England. 
Shakespeare wrote a play called Richard the III showing him as a 
murderous villain with a shrunken arm, a hunchback and a limp. 
Other people have said that Richard never committed this crime. To 
this day the truth is not known.     
 
 



 
Task 2- Read the statements below and decide if Richard was Innocent or Guilty 
  
The statements below are about Richard the III and his involvement in 
the disappearance of his nephews.  
Some of them support Richard and point to his innocence and some of 
them point to him being a murderer. Put the letter I next to the 
statements which you think show Richard as innocent and G next to the 
statements you think show he was guilty of murder.     
 
1. The story about Richard II being a murderer may have been made up 
by his enemies, such as Henry Tudor, who disliked him because he was 
a Yorkist. 
 
2. Richard III was known for being a loyal brother, who was brave and 
charming. He had stood by his brother and supported him for years.  
 
3. People believe the story of the Princes in the Tower because 
Shakespeare later wrote a play about it, which cast Richard III as an evil 
villain. 
 
4. An English Knight who was loyal to Richard III later confessed that he 
killed the princes under Richard’s orders.  
 
5. The two princes were never seen after the summer of 1483. Richard 
did not try to explain to anyone what had happened to them.  

 



6. Two hundred years after their deaths, two skeletons were found under 
a staircase in the Tower of London. People decided that they were the 
skeletons of two young boys and they had probably been killed by 
Richard.  
 
TASK 3- Besides being suspected of killing his nephews, Richard the 3rd has been accused of lots of 
other crimes too.  Copy and paste the link below to watch the Horrible Histories video. See if you can 
find at least one other thing that Richard was accused of doing that in the song he claims he didn’t 
do.            
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XL2se6BzIHk 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XL2se6BzIHk

