
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE 
Subject: ENGLISH YEAR 8 – MRS NORTH    
Time: 50 minutes. 
Learning Objective: I can read and understand what has happened. I can write an acrostic poem. 
 

Task 1: READ THE SUMMARY OF CHAPTER 11: ASLAN IS NEARER 
Edmund is not particularly happy at the home of the White Witch. He is hungry, but she gives him none of the 
promised Turkish Delight, feeding him nothing but water and old, dry bread that do little more than prevent him 
from fainting dead away. The Witch sends several of her swiftest wolves and Fenris Ulf, the Chief of her Secret 
Police, to the Beavers' house with instructions to kill the group. If they have already left, the wolves are to 
proceed to the Stone Table. She herself will have to go many miles west to find a place where she can cross the 
river on her sledge. 
The wolves arrive at the Beavers' house only to find it empty and the scent cold, having been covered over with 
snow. Meanwhile, the Witch takes Edmund with her in the sledge, while the Dwarf drives. Freezing without his 
coat and wet through to the skin, Edmund is miserable, and realises that he was wrong about the Witch. He 
begins wishing he could be with the other children, and decides: "The only way to comfort himself now was to 
try to believe that the whole thing was a dream and that he might wake up at any moment." 

Time passes; daylight comes, and the Witch halts her sledge at the sight of a merry party of a squirrel, his wife, 
their children, two satyrs, a dwarf, and a dog-fox, all gathered around a table set with holly, eating plum 
pudding. The Witch asks the assembled party what they are doing: "What is the meaning of all this gluttony, this 
waste, this self-indulgence?" The fox stammers that Father Christmas has arrived. She accuses the fox of lying, 
but one of the young squirrels excitedly confirms the fox's tale. Edmund senses something terrible as she lifts 
her wand, and shouts for her stop. The Witch, however, turns them all into stone, and hits Edmund. As Edmund 
looks upon the sad stone figures, he feels sorry for someone other than himself for the very first time. 
As the Witch and Edmund continue their journey, the weather grows warmer and foggier. Everything is melting, 
and Edmund notices the dark green of the fir trees emerging through the whiteness of the snow. The sledge can 
barely move on the ground without a thick covering of snow, and becomes stuck in a hole. The Witch orders 
Edmund into the slush to help the Dwarf free the sledge. They succeed, but the sledge can no longer move 
across the patches of grass. The Witch commands them to walk, and ties Edmund's hands behind his back. As 
they walk, delicious sunlight begins to shine overhead. Edmund pauses to look at the little yellow flowers called 
celandines; although the Dwarf pushes him forward, "this didn't prevent Edmund from seeing." During the walk, 
Edmund feasts his eyes on the crocuses, primroses, and trees, and listens to the birds singing. Suddenly, the 
Dwarf stops and says that this is no mere thaw: spring has arrived because Aslan has returned. The Witch says 
that if she hears Aslan's name again, she will kill the person who has uttered it. 

 
Task 2: BRAINSTORM CHANGES FROM WINTER TO SPRING 
In this part of the story Narnia changes from Winter to Spring. Can you watch the clip from the BBC 
episodes of The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe using the link below?   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQGZ7hX-pwc 
While you watch, can you brainstorm ideas on how winter changes to spring? What do you see, hear, 
smell and touch? 
 

Task 3: SPRING ACROSTIC POEM 
Using your words and phrases you have brainstormed from the clip; can you write an acrostic poem 
about SPRING? Use the outline below or create your own.  

 

https://www.gradesaver.com/the-lion-the-witch-and-the-wardrobe/study-guide/character-list#edmund
https://www.gradesaver.com/the-lion-the-witch-and-the-wardrobe/study-guide/character-list#fenris-ulf
https://www.gradesaver.com/the-lion-the-witch-and-the-wardrobe/study-guide/character-list#father-christmas
https://www.gradesaver.com/the-lion-the-witch-and-the-wardrobe/study-guide/character-list#aslan
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQGZ7hX-pwc


 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
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