
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Subject:   History – Henry VIII’s Early life-  WEEK 6 (Week starting 1/6)                                                                                                      
      Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: To understand the early life of King Henry VIII 
Task 1: Read the information on Henry VIII’s early life.  
Task 2: Either - Answer the comprehension questions about the information on Henry VIII   
Task 3: Or – Decide whether each statement on Henry is Fact(true)/Fiction(false) /Opinion 
(Students of course can do all 3 tasks they want –Task 3 is the most difficult)     
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
 

TASK 1 -                                             HENRY VIII (8TH) EARLY YEARS  

Henry VIII (8th) is often seen as a great English King, but it might be surprising to know 
that he was never meant to be king! Henry’s parents, were – King Henry VII, and his 
wife, Queen Elizabeth of York, they were famous for ending the Wars of the Roses and 
uniting the two families of York (white rose) and Lancaster (red rose).  

In 1486 King Henry VII and Queen Elizabeth of York had their first son- a boy called 
Arthur. As the first born son he was to become King of England when his father King 
Henry VII died. Arthur was sent away from his brother and sisters to be raised as the 
next king at a castle called Ludlow. 

Henry VIII was Arthur’s younger brother and his childhood was very different. He was 
born in 1491 in Greenwich. No one expected Henry to become King (because Arthur 
was going to be king) so he was brought up alongside his sisters. He had much closer 
relationship with his mother than Arthur, and he was probably very spoilt. 

Henry’s education began when he was four years old, and he proved to be very smart 
learning to speak Latin, French, Spanish and Greek. He was healthy and athletic and 
loved to play sports. He was also very religious and he planned to enter the Catholic 
Church to become a priest when he grew up.     

In 1501, Henry’s brother Arthur married Catherine of Aragon, a Spanish princess. This 
was a very good marriage and it meant that England would make an alliance with 
Spain making England stronger. However, in 1502 there was a disaster  – Prince 
Arthur died at the age of fifteen. Suddenly, Henry’s life changed forever. He was no 
longer able to become a priest but instead he was to become the next King of England.  

TASK 2 – Answer the questions below 

1. What were Henry’s parents- King Henry VII and Queen Elizabeth famous for?  

2. Where was Arthur sent to grow up?  



3. Where and when was Henry born?          

4.  When did Henry’s education start?  

5.  What languages could Henry speak?  

6. What did Henry want to be when he grew up?     

7. What happened in 1502? 

8. What did this mean for Henry? 

 

TASK 3- KING HENRY VIII (You may have to look some of these up on the internet ) 

   

                                                                      


