
Subject: English Year 9 - Mrs North
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objective: I can understand the characters in the text. 
I can read, understand and analyse the text.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

I hope you enjoyed the first chapter of ‘The Boy in the Striped 
Pyjamas’ by John Boyne. 

I have added chapter one again to help you to answer the 
questions. Remember to click on each page of the text to listen 

to the story. 

If you want to read along make sure you go back to the page.

Thank you, Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Characters

• What do we know about 
each of the characters? 

• How do they feel at this 
stage in the story?

• Can you match each of the 
characters with their 
description?



Task 2: Chapter 1 –
Bruno makes a discovery 

Can you remember what happened in this chapter? 

Where is it set? What do you know about it?

On the next two pages, can you answer the 
comprehension questions about chapter 1? You can 
add your answer under each question. The chapter 
has been added to the PowerPoint for you to refer 
back to.



Task3:Comprehension questions for Chapter 1.

1. Who were Maria and Lars? (page 1 and 2)

2. Describe what Bruno’s mother looked like. (page 1)

3. What news did Bruno’s mother have for him when he returned from 
school? (page 3, 4 and 5)

4. Why did Bruno not like the idea of leaving Berlin? (the bottom of page 7 
and 8)



Comprehension questions for Chapter 1.

5. Why do you think Gretel might be called a hopeless case? (page 3 and 11)

6. Who do you think are the Fury and the beautiful blonde woman? (page 3)

7. If you were Bruno, what questions would you like to ask your parents? 
Write down three questions.

8. What evidence is there to suggest that Bruno’s family was well-off?



On each page, click on the text and you will 
be able to hear the story as I have recorded 
each part for you to listen to.

Task 2: Chapter One to help you 
answer the comprehension 

questions

1.
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