
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
 
Subject:   History – Living Conditions in Victorian England      Time- 50 minutes                                                                                              
       
Learning Objective: To investigate the unhealthy and dangerous living conditions of Victorian 
England.   
TASK 1: Study the drawing ‘A Court for King Cholera’ and list as many things that you can find that 
show unhealthy or dangerous things people are doing.  
TASK 2: Study the pictures of Victorian rich and poor homes- paying attention to the differences.  
TASK 3: Read each statement and decide if the statements are about RICH or POOR homes.    
 
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
 
Task 1- ‘A Court for King Cholera’ – You can draw lines from each of the unhealthy or dangerous things 
you can see going on in this picture (please write what you see). If that is not possible just make a 
numbered list of all of the things you can identify.       

   
 
TASK 2 –Study the pictures below. They show living conditions in Rich Victorian homes and living 
conditions in poor Victorian homes.  



 
 

RICH AND MIDDLE CLASS VICTORIAN HOMES   

   

   

                                    
POOR AND WORKING CLASS HOMES              

  



           
 
Task 3- read the following statements about living conditions in rich Victorian homes and poor 
Victorian homes. Using the pictures above to help you, decide which statements are about Rich 
Victorian Homes and which statements are about Poor Victorian Homes. You can write the word 
RICH or POOR after each statement. (Or if you can’t print off the sheet or don’t want to write the 
whole statement out, you can simply write the number and then the word RICH or POOR).   
 
1. They had servants to look after them.  
2. They had to share their outdoor toilet with all of their neighbours. (sometimes over 200 people) 
3. Lots of people had to sleep in the same small bed. 
4. They liked to collect lots of objects and display them in their rooms (show them off). 
5. They lived in only one room- washing, cooking, sleeping and working was done in one room. 
6. Each person had their own bed to sleep in. 
7. There were lots of different rooms in the house. 
8. They had gardens to relax in.  
9. Sewerage (poo and wee) ran down the middle of the street.      
10. The children had toys to play with. 
11. They had musical instruments to entertain themselves.  
11. The children had to work.   
12. Washing was hung across the room. 
13. They had indoor lighting. 
14.  Their homes were richly decorated with carpets and lots of furniture.  
15. They had no running water. 
16. They had no baths.  
17. They had heating and sometimes central heating.  
18. The rooms were very dark and small with broken windows.  
19.  They had no gardens. 
20. Their house had bed bugs and other vermin like rats and cockroaches.  

 
 
 
 
 

Victorian outdoor toilet  


