
Subject: English Year 9 - Mrs North – Lesson 1
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objective: I can recognise adverbs and adjectives. I can describe the settings and write 
contrasting and comparative sentences.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

This week, we are going to be reading and listening 
to Chapter 2 of ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by 

John Boyne. 

Click on Task 2 to listen to the story. If you want to 
read along make sure you go back to the page.

Thank you Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Adverb and Adjective Hunt.

Using the text, 
can you find the 
adverbs and 
adjectives and 
sort them into a 
table like the 
one to the right?

ADVERBS ADJECTIVES



Click on the Task 1 in blue and you will be able to hear the 
story as I have recorded each part for you to listen to. 
Read along using the text.

As you read or listen, collect information about life and 
descriptions of the house in Berlin, and the new house.

How does Bruno feel about the two houses? Why do you 
think this? 

Task 2: We are now going to read 
and listen to the start of chapter 2        

‘The New House’. 

https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/North/thenewhouseyr9lesson1.mp3


1. How long did Bruno 

live in Berlin?

o 5 years

o 9 years

o 11 years

o 19 years

2. What staff did the 

family have at their 

new home?



Task 3: Sorting the descriptions

Can you draw a table like the one 

below and sort the vocabulary 

from the text under the correct 

headings? If you can, try to find 

more descriptions of your own 

from the text.  

The house in Berlin The new house

Fathers office is 
Out Of Bounds 

At All Times. 

“much smaller 
with only three 

storeys”

A banister all 
the way from 
the top (fifth) 

floor to the 
bottom

"empty, 
desolate place"

A view of the 
town out of the 
window at the 

top.

"nooks and 
crannies"

The family 
occupies three 

of the four 
levels. 

Bruno does nor 
feel at home, 
or safe in this 

home.

It has five 
levels. 

Near shops,
stalls and 

coffee shops.

The second 
floor is 

where Bruno
and his sister 
Gretel sleep.

The ground 
level has the 
dining room, 
living room, 
kitchen, and 

father's office. 

The house is on 
a quiet street 

in a 
neighbourhood 

with similar 
houses.

It has one 
bathroom, an 

average ground 
floor and a 

basement for 
the servants. 

Not near other 
families and 

children.



Task 4: Writing comparative sentences

Can you write some sentences to describe how similar and different 
the two houses are using comparative and contrasting vocabulary? 

Try to complete at least 4.

Examples:

Both houses had Dad’s office which was

OUT OF BOUNDS AT ALL TIMES AND NO 

EXCEPTIONS.

In the house in Berlin, there were five floors 

unlike the new one where there were only three.

Comparative and contrasting words and 
phrases to use within your sentences?

Comparative Contrasting



Task 5: Final thoughts!

Discuss which house you would prefer to live in and why?

How does Bruno make us feel that he’d rather live in the Berlin 

house?


