
Subject: English Year 9 - Mrs North – Lesson 1
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objectives: I can write in the past progressive tense. I can write a diary entry sharing Bruno’s 
thoughts and feelings.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well and enjoying the story. 

Today, we are going to be using what we have read in the 
last chapters of ‘The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John 

Boyne to write a diary as Bruno. 

Thank you Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Past progressive tense
Can you complete the sentences using the correct form of the past tense. 

Use the words in brackets to help you.

1. My friend Harry fell off the ladder while he was painting the ceiling of his room. (FALL, PAINT)

2. I _______________ my dog for a walk in the park when suddenly another dog _______________ him. 
(TAKE, ATTACK) 

3. She _______________ a great skier when she was young. (BE) 

4. My sister __________________ for me at the airport terminal when I _______________. (WAIT, ARRIVE) 

5. A few nights ago, I _______________ a book when suddenly I _______________ a noise outside. A few 
teenagers __________________ loud music. (READ, HEAR, PLAY) 

6. My brother _______________ for a job when he _______________ across an interesting ad in the 
newspaper. (LOOK, COME) 

7. I _______________ someone call my name. I _______________ around and _______________ my dad 
standing at the back of the queue. I _______________ so surprised. (HEAR, TURN, SEE, BE) 

8. My sister _______________ a bright summer dress when I _______________ her at the performance. 
(WEAR, SEE) 



Task 2: How does Bruno feel?
He comes 
home to see his 
bags being 
packed.

He is told he is 
moving 
because of his
dad’s job.

He is leaving
his house, his 
grandparents 
and his friends.

He arrives at 
‘Out-With’ –
what are his 
initial 
thoughts.

He looks out 
the window –
what does he 
think he has 
seen?

What is he 
thinking now?

e.g. 
shocked
curious

shaking hands, 
screwing up his 
face

• Can we record 
how Bruno is 
feeling during 
his move and at 
his new home? 
Include some 
‘show not tell’ 
emotions e.g. 
huffing and 
puffing, tears 
rolling down his 
face.

• Can you think 
about the 
events leading 
up to being in 
the new home? 

• What has he 
left behind? 

• How does this 
make Bruno 
feel? 

• What order did 
things happen 
in the story?

On the next page, there is a grid full of different 
feelings vocabulary to help you.





Task 3: Diary entry

Imagine you are in Bruno’s situation. Using the 
chart from task 2 can you write a diary entry 
explaining:
How you feel about leaving
What you think of the new house?
Who you think you have seen over the 

other side of the fence?
What you think of your fathers job? 
Why you think it is happening?

Don’t forget – you must make the reader 

empathetic towards you!

This means they would feel sorry for you!

Remember to:
• Write in the past tense
• Write an introduction.
• Write in paragraphs
• Use personal pronouns – I, we, my, me.
• Use adventurous vocabulary to describe 

the places and events.
• Use time conjunctions e.g. Later, After 

that etc.
• Write the feelings and opinions of the 

character.
• Write it as if you are talking to someone.


