
 

 

HOME LEARNING 
Subject:   History – Victorian diseases.                                       Time: 50 minutes                                                                       
        
Learning Objective: To recall information about the diseases Small Pox and Cholera. To know the 
people who managed to stop these diseases.  
TASK 1: Read about Edward Jenner, Small Pox and Vaccination, answer the questions and watch the 
video clip.  
TASK 2: Read about Dr John Snow and Cholera and fill in the missing words. Watch the video clip. 
TASK 3: Match the pictures to the disease.  
THERE IS A LOT OF WORK HERE – YOU CAN CHOOSE TO DO ALL THE TASKS OR PICK AND CHOOSE. IF 
YOU CHOOSE TO ONLY DO TASK 3 YOU WILL STILL NEED TO AT LEAST READ THE INFORMATION IN 
TASK 1 AND 2.       
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
TASK 1- Read the information about Jenner, answer the questions and watch the video.    

 
Edward Jenner, Small Pox and Vaccination  

 
Smallpox was a very serious disease which caused huge spots filled with pus to appear all over 
the body. In the 1700’s many, many people caught the disease and 25% of victims died. Those 
who lived had terrible scars left by the spots, especially on their faces. 
 
On farms across England the job of looking after the cows and being in charge of the dairy was 
the job of women. A Doctor named Edward Jenner noticed that women who looked after cows 
almost never got smallpox. He came up with a theory that if you gave people a disease caught 
from cows, called cowpox, they would be protected from smallpox. Many people thought he 
was mad and some even thought that anyone who was given cowpox would turn into a cow! 
 
He tested his theory in 1796, when a milk maid called 
Sarah caught cowpox. He asked an eight-year-old boy, 
called James Phipps, to come to his house, where he 
squeezed pus from a cowpox spot on Sarah’s hand into 
a cut on James’ arm. The boy caught cowpox. Eight 
weeks after this, he squeezed pus from a smallpox spot 
into another cut on James’ arm. The boy did not get 
smallpox. This was the first vaccine (although Jenner 
knew nothing of microbes). The word ‘vaccine’ comes 
from the Latin for cow – vacca. Thanks to 
immunisation, smallpox no longer exists in the world 
(although some of the viruses are kept in laboratories 
for research).  

 
Cowpox spots on the hand  

of Sarah Nelmes. 



 

1. What percentage of victims died from smallpox?  
2. Who’s job was it to look after cows on the farm?  
3. What was Jenner’s theory? 
4. What is the word VACCA mean in Latin?  
5. Why was Jenner’s experiment so dangerous?  
6. Why do you think that milk maids were famous for being very pretty in the 1700’s?  

 
Copy and paste the link below to watch the video on Small Pox, Vaccinations and Edward 
Jenner  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqUFy-t4MlQ 

 
 

TASK 2- Read the information on John Snow and Cholera. Fill in the missing words 

below the information choosing from the highlighted words in the passage.  

 

                                              John Snow and Cholera  

John Snow was born in 1813 in York, England and was the eldest of nine children. When 
he was fourteen, he started working for a surgeon and went on to study medicine. 

In 1855, a lot of people started dying in an area of London called Soho from the disease 
Cholera and John Snow went there to study what was happening. He used maps to 
mark down where the victims lived and he used surveys to find out where they got their 
water from. He discovered that the people who had died were drinking the same dirty 
water from the same water pump in Broad Street. 

Before this study, no one agreed about how people got Cholera. The results of his 
study were very important because they showed how the illness spread and also helped 
to start the science of public health. 

1. A lot of people started dying in an area of London called___________ from a disease 
called _____________. 

2. John Snow was born in __________ in York, England and was the eldest of 
____________ children.  

3. He used ________________to mark down where the victims lived. 

4. John Snow studied ______________. 

5. He realised that they were all drinking water from the pump in _______    ________.  

Watch the video clip below on Dr Snow and Cholera.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNjrAXGRda4 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yqUFy-t4MlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lNjrAXGRda4


TASK 3 – Match the pictures below to the disease of Cholera or Small Pox. (You only need to 
write C for Cholera or SM for Small Pox.)   

  C= Cholera     SM= Small Pox 
 

1.    2.  

 

  4.    5.     6.   

 
 

7.     8.     
 

 

 


