
Subject: English Year 9 - Mrs North – Lesson 2
Time:  50 minutes approx. 
Learning Objectives: I can understand the vocabulary. I can write in the first person as Pavel.

HOME LEARNING

Don’t forget to SAVE AS with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April
If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk
Thank you

Hi everyone, I hope you are all well. 

Today, we are going to listen to the next chapter of ‘The 
Boy in the Striped Pyjamas’ by John Boyne. We are.

Click on Task 2 to listen to the story summary. If you want 
to read along make sure you go back to the page.

Thank you Mrs North

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk


Task 1: Vocabulary search

What do you think it means The dictionary definition.

Inequality

Racism

Prejudice

What do you think the words in the table mean? Record your ideas. 
Then can you use a dictionary to record the meaning of the words?



Task 2: Chapter 7: ‘How Mother Took Credit for Something 
That She Hadn’t Done’. This is quite a long chapter so I have added a 
summary instead.

Before you start reading:
Can you predict what 
Bruno’s Mother did in this 
chapter?

How do you think this 
might affect the other 
characters in the text?

After a few weeks at Out-With, Bruno accepts that 

he is likely not returning to Berlin anytime soon, and 

that he should find some way to entertain himself 

before he goes mad. He thinks about a man named 

Herr Roller who lived around the corner from the 

family in Berlin, and who is the only person he’d 

ever met who was considered mad. Herr Roller 

would have arguments with people who weren’t 

there, and would often punch a wall. Mother told him 

not to laugh at Herr Roller, since he was lovely as a 

young man but became ill after suffering a head 

injury in World War I. Father had served with Herr 

Roller in the trenches. Mother refused to speak on 

the topic anymore, since “war is not a fit subject for 
conversation.”

If you would like to listen to the whole of chapter 7 you can either type 
‘(214) The Boy in the Striped Pajamas: Chapter Seven - YouTube ’ into 
google or click on the link below. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nMtRsYNwDk

https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/audio/North/MotherYr9Wk6Lesson2.mp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nMtRsYNwDk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8nMtRsYNwDk


From inside the house, Bruno notices a large 

oak tree with a wide trunk, and decides it is the 

perfect tree on which to construct a tire swing. 

That day, Mother and Father are both out of the 

house, so Bruno is on his own to find the 

materials. He sees Lieutenant Kotler (the blond 

young soldier Bruno saw before) 

and Gretel speaking together outside, and 

Bruno is reminded of the cold atmosphere that 

surrounds the Lieutenant. Bruno goes to say 

hello, and Gretel, irritated that her time with the 

Lieutenant has been interrupted, asks him what 

he wants. Bruno asks Kotler if there are any 

spare tires around the house. Kotler 

makes Pavel, an old man who now waits on the 

family, take Bruno to find a tire 

in the storage shed. Kotler tells 

Pavel to wash his hands before 

he handles the food, and calls 

him a mean name that startles 
both Gretel and Bruno.

Bruno successfully constructs the tire swing, but 

after a few hours of use, he falls off and scrapes 

his knee.

Pavel, who has been keeping an eye on him 

from the kitchen window, comes out and takes 

him inside. Bruno asks for his Mother, but Pavel 

says he is the only one in the house. Pavel 

patches up Bruno’s knee. Bruno keeps asking if 

he needs to go to the hospital or see a doctor, 

but Pavel says that it isn’t necessary. Bruno 

asks Pavel how he knows, since he is not a 

doctor, but Pavel replies that he practiced as a 

doctor before he came to Out-With. Bruno tells 

Pavel that he wants to become an explorer, and 

Pavel wishes him luck. Bruno asks him how      

long he has been at Out-With, and 

Pavel says he thinks he’s “always been 

here.” Bruno asks him if that means 

he’s grown up there, and Pavel says no. 

Mother comes home before they can 
finish their exchange.



Mother sees the bandage on Bruno’s knee, and he 

explains what happened with the tire swing. He tells 

her how Pavel brought him inside when he fell, and 

how he bandaged his wound. Mother looks 

uncomfortable, and sends Bruno to his room. From 

outside the kitchen, Bruno hears Mother tell Pavel that 

“if the Commandant asks, we’ll say that I cleaned 

Bruno up.” Bruno is confused as to why his mother 

would do something so seemingly selfish as take 
responsibility for something she had not done.

What do we learn about Pavel’s past?
What do you think he is now?



Task 3: Bully and Victim
Can you add words and phrases in the table below to describe a bully and a victim? Can you say what they do 
and what they look like?

Bully Victim



Task 4: Pavel’s Point of View!

Can you pretend to be Pavel and write an account of 
what happened in Chapter 7; sharing his point of 
view on the events. Make sure you include the 
thoughts and feelings of this character.

Remember to write in the first person and in the 
past tense.

Think about:

• What happens to Pavel in this chapter?

• How does Pavel feel?

• How do the other characters act towards Pavel?

In this chapter, who do you think 
is a bully, and who is the victim? 


