
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
Subject:    Science: Drugs      Learning Objective: Understand how different drugs are classified 
 
A drug is a substance taken into the body that modifies or affects chemical reactions in the body.  
 
Some drugs are beneficial, while others are harmful. Drugs taken for their pleasing effects are called 
recreational drugs. Drugs taken to help improve the body are called medicinal drugs. 
Some medicinal drugs can be bought from a supermarket or pharmacy (eg some painkillers). Others 
are only available on prescription from a doctor (eg antibiotics) 
Many recreational drugs are illegal.  
 
Watch the following clip: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3Na592f9oc 
 
 
Task 1: How many illegal drugs can you name?  See if you can name 5 or more, look them up on the 
internet if you are not sure. 
 

1) ____________________________ 

2) ____________________________ 

3) ____________________________ 

4) ____________________________ 

5) ____________________________ 

 

Task 2: Match the phrase to its description: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

recreational 

illegal 

legal 

medicinal 

taken for fun 

against the law to take them 

taken to treat an ailment 

allowed to take them 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C3Na592f9oc


Drugs are classified into different types according to the effect they have on the body. 
 
Look at the table below: 
 

Type of drug Effect on body Example 

Depressant Slows down nerve and brain activity Alcohol, solvents, cannabis 

Hallucinogen Alters what we see and hear LSD 

Painkiller Blocks nerve impulses Aspirin, paracetamol 

Performance enhancer Improves muscle development Anabolic steroids 

Stimulant Increases nerve and brain activity Nicotine, caffeine, ecstasy 

 
 
Task 3: Use the information above to complete the word fill below 
 
Different types of drugs have different effects on the ___________.  Painkillers such as ___________ 

and ________________________ block never impulses that carry information on pain.  

_____________________________  such as LSD alter what we see and hear.  

Stimulants increase nerve and brain activity. ____________________ is a legal stimulant found in 

cigarettes. _________________ is a legal stimulant found in coffee and cola. Ecstasy is an 

_________________ stimulant sold by drug dealers as a tablet. 

 
 
 
Task 4: Look at each of the pictures below, decide whether each drug is legal or illegal and what type 

of drug it is eg, stimulant, depressant, pain killer, hallucinogen, performance enhancer. On the top line 

of each box write whether the drug is illegal or legal on the second line write which type of drug it is. 

You may need to look some up if you are not sure.  



Cocaine  
 
Ecstasy 

Alcohol 

 

Heroin 

Cannabis 

 

 
 
LSD 
 

Solvent 

 

 Nicotine 

 

 
 
 
Caffeine 
 

 

Morphine 
 

Anabolic Steroids 
 

 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 

_____________________

_____________________ 



Save your work: 

Don’t forget to SAVE your work with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. For example: 
T.Smith Maths 8 April. Please email your completed work to  llatchem@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 


