
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

HOLES BY LOUIS SACHAR 
 
Subject: ENGLISH YEAR 9 – MRS NORTH 
Time: 50 minutes 
Learning Objective:  I can write a newspaper report. 
 
Task 1: CHAPTER 26 
Can you listen to the link to the end of chapter 26, and stop? 
CHAPTER 26 AND 27 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n03kynZaTYk 
 
Task 2: NEWSPAPER REPORT 
Your task is to write the Green Lake newspaper that would have come out after the terrible events at 
the school house. You will need to use the text to help you write the story. You will need to think about 
what you will and won’t include. Use the facts below to help you decide. The newspaper would reflect 
the people’s attitude in the town at the time.  
You must also consider what you know about newspapers - layout: headline, a subtitle, an introductory 
paragraph using the 5Ws (when, where, who, what, why), information about the main events in order, 
quotes from the local residents using direct and reported speech, rhetorical questions and a 
conclusion. (See example on page 2) 
 

FACTS FROM CHAPTER 26:  

 Hattie Parker, owner of the general store, sees Sam and Katherine kissing in the street. 

 The ‘news’ is passed on to the whole town. 

 No children arrive at school the next morning—they have been kept away by their parents.  

 Trout Walker leads a group into the school house. 

 They begin to destroy the school house and everything in it.  

 Katherine runs to the Sheriff. He does nothing but asks for a kiss. 

 The Sheriff tells Katherine that Sam will be hanged for kissing a white woman.  

 The school house is set on fire. 

 Katherine runs to warn Sam. 

 Sam has to leave Mary Lou and escape. 

 Katherine and Sam get in the boat and row.  

 Trout Walker, in his motorboat, smashes into them. 

 Sam is shot and killed. 

 Katherine is pulled from the lake but wants to drown. 

 Mary Lou, the donkey, has been shot. 

 Three days later, Katherine shoots and kisses the Sheriff and leaves town. 
Newspaper stories also need a picture to support the text. You might show the burnt out school house. 
 

Task 3: CHAPTER 27 
Can you listen to chapter 27 using the link below? (It starts at 4:29) 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n03kynZaTYk 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n03kynZaTYk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n03kynZaTYk


Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). Don’t forget to SAVE it with your 
name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work to: anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk   
Thank you 

 
AN EXAMPLE NEWSPAPER REPORT: 

 

mailto:anorth@glebe.bromley.sch.uk

