
 

 

 

 

HOME LEARNING 
 
Subject:     Science  Extinction: Lesson 7 
The role of fossils in our understanding of evolution 

 
Fossil records tell us about animals which once roamed the earth but are now extinct. 
 
Activity 1 
 
Match the animal below to its fossil and how long ago it lived. You may have to look them up! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Not every animal that dies turns into a fossil. The conditions have to be right. 
 
Watch the clip below 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rkGu0BItKM 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5a3dAUod38 

 

Complete the activity below 

 
Fossils show evidence of ___________ and _____________ which were once alive. They can be 

______________ or casts of  ____________. 

Early life forms had _______ bodies which could not be _________________ so there is little ______  

evidence of early life. 

 

Some insects are fossilised in tree sap called _________. Others such as the woolly __________ were 

fossilised in ______. 

 

  

Stegosaurus Dodo Woolly Mammoth Ichthyosaurus 

145 million years ago 400 years ago 95 million years ago  10,500 years ago 

Footprints    amber mammoth soft  ice fossil preserved plants animals     bones 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rkGu0BItKM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P5a3dAUod38


The steps of fossil formation below are in the wrong order. Cut them out, put them in the right order 
and draw a diagram next to each step to show what is happening 
 

what happens? diagram 

creatures hard remains get covered 
by sediment 

  

hard shell gets replaced by minerals, 
turns into a rock 

  

layers of sediments are compressed 
over time - forming sedimentary rock 

  

rock is worn away over time, 
perhaps exposed above sea level - 

the fossil can be discovered. 
  

sea creature dies - sinks to the sea 
bed 

  

sea creature is alive - enjoying life, 
swimming and feeding 

  

soft parts rot away, hard shell left 
over 

  

 

Save your work: If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of 

your completed work to:         llatchem@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you. 

mailto:llatchem@glebe.bromley.sch.uk

