
 

 

 

 

HOME LEARNING 
 
Subject:     Science Extinction: Lesson 8 
Learning Objective: Know the factors that lead to the Dodos extinction 

 
The Dodo was a large flightless bird that lived on the island of Mauritius in the Indian Ocean. It was 
first discovered when sailors visited the island in 1505. The Dodo had no predators and was not scared 
of humans. It lay it’s eggs in nests on the ground. When sailors came, they ate the Dodos and the rats 
and dogs that travelled with them ate the Dodos eggs. The sailors also chopped down the Dodos 
habitat to plant sugar cane. Within 200 years Dodos were extinct. 
 

Activity 1 
 
Watch the following clips on the Dodo and answer the questions below: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEuwDAAGTDQ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zi40M3RfHDA 

 

 

1) Why did the Dodos not fly away from the sailors? 

______________________________________________ 

 

2) Why did they not swim away to find somewhere new to live? 

______________________________________________ 

 

3) Who ate the Dodos? _________________________________ 

 

4) Where did the Dodos make their nests? ______________________________________ 

 

5) What ate their eggs? __________________________________________________ 

 

6) What happened to the Dodos habitat? 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
  

Activity 2 

Read the information on the next page and fill in the table:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cEuwDAAGTDQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zi40M3RfHDA


Woolly Mammoths are thought to have become extinct somewhere around 
10,000 years ago. Mammoths lived in the Arctic Tundra grassland, which was 
cold, windy and dusty. The Mammoths had a coat of hair three layers thick and 
up to 3 foot long to keep them warm. Mammoths had 4 inches of fat to insulate 
them and small ears and tail to reduce heat loss. 
Possible reasons for extinction are: climate change, reducing the tundra habitat 
so that there was not enough food to eat, humans over hunting, a meteorite 
impact and disease.  

 
 
The Dinosaurs became extinct around 65 million years ago. Their habitat 
is difficult to identify because the only evidence we have are fossils! 
Scientists think that the Tyrannosaurus lived in swamps and forests in 
North America. They were reptiles with tough scaly skins and sharp teeth 
and claws and ate other Dinosaurs. Reasons for extinction include a 
meteor impact and climate change caused possibly by volcanic gases. 
 
 
 

 
 

The Dodo lived in Mauritius and became extinct around 1681. They were large 
flightless birds that nested on the ground. Because they lived on an island they were 
unable to escape being hunted by humans who reached the island by ship. Humans 
hunted the Dodos but Dogs, pigs and rats are all thought to have contributed the 
extinction of this large bird.  
 
Use the information above to fill in the table below. 

Name of 
Animal 

Type of 
animal (e.g. 
Mammal) 

Habitat description Adaptations for 
survival 

Reasons for extinction 

Mammoth  
 
 
 
 

   

Dinosaur  
 
 
 
 

   

Dodo  
 
 
 
 

   

 

Save your work: If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of 

your completed work to:         llatchem@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you. 
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