
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

 
 
Subject:   History – Victorian Factory Work and Pauper Apprentices.  WEEK 3 (Week starting 4/5)                                                                                                      
      Time: 50 minutes  
 
Learning Objective: To collect information from a series of sources and arrange it appropriately on a 
diagram. 
Task 1: Read the information provided on conditions in factories and it’s effects on children.  
Task 2: Record the information by labelling a picture of the human body with the effects.  
Save your work: 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April 
If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your completed work 
to: 
mnoble@glebe.bromley.sch.uk 
Thank you 
Task 1- Before the lock down we had been reading ‘Tom’s Story’ about Pauper Apprentices (children 
who worked in  factories for no money) and what working conditions were like for these children and 
what were the effects on their bodies. Please read the following information.     
 
CONDITIONS IN FACTORIES 

Conditions in factories were horrible for adults and children alike. A number of factors made life 

unbearable 

*The noise from the machines was so loud it could damage children’s hearing permanently. People 

could go crazy because of the noise. 

*The smells from the chemicals used to make the workers vomit.  

*The lint (fluff) from the cotton could get into the lungs causing death. 

*Workers could be severely beaten by the overseers (managers)  

*The machines were dangerous and could cause accidents and deformities- (crooked shoulders).         

*The food given was poor and not enough for the exhausted workers.  

 

Source 1                                                             Source 2  

  
      



Source 3  – A Factory inspector (I) asking an 8 year old                       

boy (B) about conditions in the factory. 

I– How many hours a day do you work? 

B- From 5am in the morning until 8pm at night.  

I – Are you beaten? 

B – Yes Sir. If we look up from our work or talk to each other                    Source 5 - 

we are beaten. 

I – If you don’t go as fast as the machines are you beaten? 

B – Yes Sir. There’s screaming amoung the boys and girls all  

day. They make black and blue marks on our bodies.  

I – Are you allowed to go to the toilet when you want? 

B – No only when a boy comes to tell you its your turn.   

I – Can you hold on for that long? 

B- No sir. We are forced to let it go. 

I -  Do you spoil and wet yourself? 

B- Yes Sir.         

 
       
                                              
TASK 2- Now take use the information you have read to label the parts of the body that 

were damaged or effected by the conditions in the factory on the body below. (If you cant 
print this out or don’t want to copy or trace it simply draw a stick figure on a piece of 
paper and label all the horrible things that happened to people’s bodies in the factory.    

                                     

Source 4 -‘Girls loved their long hair so they 

were sometimes punished by having their 

heads shaved.’   

 

 

NOTE – The more detail you 

include when recording the 

information the better your work 

will be.   


