
 
 

HOME LEARNING 
 

Subject: Year 9 English Mrs Jessup                                                                                                       
Time and Date: Tuesday 12th May 2020 
Learning Objective: To answer questions about a nonfiction text.  
 
Task 1: Watch the short film that tells of two whalers. A father and son team who have 
differing opinions about their jobs. https://www.literacyshed.com/catch-a-lot.html 

Task 2: Read the text below and answer the questions in full sentences.  

1. What is a mammal? 2. What are a group of whales called? 3. What is a fluke? 4. Where do 
humpback whales live? 5. What do humpback whales eat? 6. How big are humpback whales?  

The humpback whale is a large, endangered mammal with a unique hump positioned in front of its 
small dorsal fin. They are often found in large groups, called pods, and are well-known for their 
singing abilities and being the noisiest of whales.  

What do they look like? Colour: usually dark grey. Length: grow to around 14 to 19 metres long. 
Weight: around 36,000kg. Features: white belly, long flippers and a tail fin called the fluke. The 
whales use their flippers and their fluke to slap the surface of the water and to push themselves 
through it. They also use them when they want to leap out of the water. Scientists are still unsure if 
the whales do this for enjoyment or if it is actually helping the whale to do a job.  

Where do they live? Humpback whales are typically found near the coastline and travel thousands of 
miles when they migrate. In the summer months, they can be found near to the Arctic and Antarctic 
where there is plenty of food for them to eat. In the winter months, they move to warmer climates 
found nearer to the equator. This is where they go to find a mate and breed.  

What do they eat? Humpback whales are baleen whales. Baleen whales have baleen plates instead of 
teeth. This means they hunt and eat their food differently to other whales which have teeth. They eat 
their food by filtering it. These large predators open their mouths as they head towards their prey 
and filter enormous amounts of krill, shrimp, anchovies, small fish and numerous crustaceans from 
the sea.  

Task 3: Draw or copy and paste a picture of a humpback whale into a word document, then 
write or type at least 8 facts around the outside of your picture.  

Save your work:If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use 

Word or Publisher). Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the 
date.For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April.If you would like us to see or mark your work please email 
it or send a photo of your completed work to: cjessup@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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