
 

 

 

 
HOME LEARNING 

Emil and the Detectives  
 
Subject:  Year 9 English – Miss Boulton                                                                                                       
Time: 50 minutes  
Learning Objective: I can recall facts from the story. I can use a thesaurus to improve a piece of text.  
 
Task 1: Dictionary Definitions  
Click on the link below to access an online dictionary. Use the online dictionary to find the definitions 
of the words in the box below.  https://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 
 

Terrace Loitering  Resolutely Obliged Dozen 

 
Task 2: Chapter 8 – The Boy with the Motor Horn  
Click here to listen to Chapter 8: https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/Year-9/Miss-B-Eng-y9-audio/Emil-and-

the-detectives-chapter-8.mp3 
Click here to read the chapter yourself: https://glebe.bromley.sch.uk/assets/Uploads/Year-9/Miss-B-Eng-y9-

audio/Emil-and-the-Detectives-Chapter-8.pdf 
 
Task 3: Quick Comprehension  
Answer the questions below. Write your answers as full sentences (not one-word answers). 
 

1. Where does Emil follow the man in the bowler hat to? 

2. What is the name of the boy with the motor horn? 

3. What does the boy do to get his friends to come out? 

4. Name one of Gustav’s friends.  

5. How much money do the boys have altogether?  

6. Who is going to stay outside the café to keep an eye on Grundeis? 

 
Task 4: Improve the Extract  
Rewrite and improve the extract by changing the highlighted words for their better synonyms 
(alternatives). Click on the link below to use an online thesaurus to help you. Type the yellow words 
into the search bar to find alternative words. https://www.collinsdictionary.com/dictionary/english-
thesaurus 
 

Emil was disgusted to find that a thief could have all the fun, while the person who had been robbed 
was in such trouble. It made him furious that he – and not the thief – should have to hang about 
behind a newspaper stand. 

 
If you are using a computer, open a blank document to do your work (you can use Word or Publisher). 
Don’t forget to SAVE it with your name, the lesson you are doing and the date. 
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For example: T.Smith Maths 8 April  If you would like us to see or mark your work, please email it or 
send a photo of your completed work to: dboulton@glebe.bromley.sch.uk Thank you 
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