
 

 

 

 

HOME LEARNING 
 
Subject:     Science Extinction: Lesson 1 
Learning Objective: To learn about the life and work of Charles Darwin 
 
Charles Darwin was a British scientist who made a huge contribution to our 
understanding of evolution. In this lesson we will learn about Charles Darwin and his 
adventures which lead to his ground breaking scientific theory. 
 
Watch the following clip: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03YKT7ytJdE 
 
First activity: Read the information about Darwin below and answer the questions:  
 
Charles Darwin was born in 1809, he grew up in Shrewsbury. At this time most people 
believed that God created all animals and that animals did not change over time. As a 
boy Darwin was fascinated with plants and insects. Charles’s father wanted him to be a 
doctor but Charles Darwin had other ideas. In 1831 he went on a 5 year journey on the 
boat HHS Beagle, the ship made lots of stops during its journey around the world where 
Darwin observed and studied many exotic plants and animals. In the Galapagos island 
Darwin noticed that finches had different beak shapes, some finches who fed on insects 
have slim delicate beaks, perfect for catching insects. Other finches, which fed on nuts, 
had strong thick beaks perfect for cracking hard nuts. Darwin used his observations of 
the finches and other animals to come up with The Theory of Evolution by Natural 
Selection. This theory explained how adaptations in animals developed over time and 
how all animals evolved. He came up with the idea than humans evolved from Apes. He 
published his ideas in a book called On the Origin of Species. Lots of people didn’t like 
this idea, it went against their religious beliefs that God created man and they were 
unhappy with the thought they were related to Apes. Eventually Darwin’s theories were 
recognised worldwide as scientific fact. 
 

1) When was Darwin born? _____________ 

2) What job did his Dad want him to do? _______________ 

3) What was the name of the boat he went on? ________________________ 

4) How long was the journey? ___________________ 

5) What was the name of the islands where Darwin studied finches? 

________________________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=03YKT7ytJdE


Second Activity: Use the information below to draw a cartoon strip of Darwin’s 
Life, use a few words to explain each picture you draw. If you would rather not 
draw you can cut and paste pictures from the internet that could explain your 
story 

 
1) Darwin was born in 1809, he loved insects as a child 
2) When he was 22 Darwin went on a 5 year voyage on a ship called HMS Beagle 
3) At the Galapagos Islands Darwin studied animals such as tortoises and finches 

(birds) 
4) In 1859 Darwin published a book called On the Origin of Species proposing his 

theory of evolution 
5) People rejected his ideas at first as the idea of man evolving from Apes went 

against God 
6) Charles Darwin died in 1882 
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Extension (1 hour) 
If you would like to, watch the documentary Charles Darwin and The Tree of life 
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/xsxubk 
 
Save your work: If you would like us to see or mark your work please email it or send a photo of your 
completed work to:         llatchem@glebe.bromley.sch.uk  Thank you. 
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